
Understanding the Message of Exodus:  
The Lord Delivers His People, But We Must Follow Him 

Exodus 40:34-38 (p.102) 
Intro 
 
The Bible records the _________ of redemption, but it is also itself a ___________ document. 

 
…the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and 

of spirit… discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  (Heb 4:12,13) 
 

I. The Lord meets His people where we are and gloriously delivers us… 
 

The Book of ________ recounts how God _________ His people in Egypt so much 
that they eventually became _____________. 

 
 Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen. And they gained possessions in it and were fruitful 

and multiplied greatly. (Gen. 47:27) 
 

the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that 
the land was filled with them.  Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.  And he said 

to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. Come, let us deal shrewdly 
with them…  Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with heavy burdens…  But the more they 

were oppressed, the more they multiplied and the more they spread abroad…. So they ruthlessly made the 
people of Israel work as slaves… (1:7-13) 

 
___________ commanded that the Hebrew baby boys should be cast into the 
_________, but __________ was delivered and adopted by Pharoah’s daughter. 

 
Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile… 

(1:22) 
 

The woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three 
months. When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with 
bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank…. Now the daughter 

of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river… She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant 
woman, and she took it.  When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took 

pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews' children.” …. and he became her son. She named him 
Moses, “Because” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” (2:2,3,5,10)  

 
At _________ years old, Moses sought to deliver his people by ___________ and 
ended up having to ___________ to Midian. 

 
By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to 

be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. (Heb. 11:44) 
 

… he went out to his people and looked on their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of 
his people…. and seeing no one, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand…. When Pharaoh heard 

of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. (2:11,12,15) 
 



God ________________ the cries of His people and met Moses through the 
burning __________________ to send him as their deliverer. 

 

… the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from 
slavery came up to God. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, 

with Isaac, and with Jacob. God saw the people of Israel—and God knew. (2:23-25) 
 

the angel of the Lord appeared to [Moses] in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, 
the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed…. God called to him out of the bush…And he said, “I am the 

God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” …. Then the Lord said, “I 
have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of 

their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey… 

Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” (3:2-10) 
 

God used Moses to bring terrible _____________ upon the land of Egypt and its 
many false ___________. 

 
In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants [Moses]  lifted up the staff and struck the water in the 
Nile, and all the water in the Nile turned into blood.  And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank, so that 

the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. There was blood throughout all the land of Egypt (7:20,21) 
 

 … exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. (Rom. 1:22,23) 

 
God gave the _____________ and delivered His people out of Egypt by a 
__________ of cloud and fire, through the Red Sea. 

 
“Thus says the Lord: ‘About midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt,  and every firstborn in the land of Egypt 

shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who 
is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of 

Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again (11:4-6) 
 

Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to 
their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household…. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You 

may take it from the sheep or from the goats, and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, 
when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. “Then they shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.  They shall 
eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it….  In this 
manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And 

you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover.  For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will 
strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 

(12:3,5-8,11-13) 
 

Then [Pharoah] summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out from among my people, both you 
and the people of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as you have said.  Take your flocks and your herds, as you 

have said, and be gone…!” (12:31,32) 
 



 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines…  But God led 
the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea…. Moses took the bones of Joseph with 
him… And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a 

pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the 
pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people. (13:17,19,21) 

 
 … Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night 
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went into the midst of the 

sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. The Egyptians pursued 
and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen….Then 

the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.”… The waters returned and covered the chariots 

and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them 
remained.  But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea…. (14:21-24,26,28,29) 

 
The Lord ___________ His people through the wilderness, even though they 
continually ____________________. 

 
the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” (15:24) 

 
the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled (16:2) 

 
the people quarreled with Moses…. and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 

up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” (17:2,3) 
 

At Mount Sinai God gave the Ten _______________ along with ceremonial and 
judicial ____________ for the people of Israel. 

 
… there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so 

that all the people in the camp trembled…. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the Lord had 
descended on it in fire…. and the whole mountain trembled greatly…. The Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to 
the top of the mountain. And the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.  And God 

spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or 

any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God…. You 
shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his 

name in vain. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy…. You shall not murder…. You shall not commit 
adultery…. You shall not steal.   You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor…. You shall not 

covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female 
servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” (19:16,18,20; 20:1-17) 

 
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  And Moses 

was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle. (v. 34,35) 

 
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain… (24:15) 

 
 a cloud filled the house of the Lord… (1 Kings 8:10) 

 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you (Luke 1:35) 



 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them (Mt. 17:5) 

 
the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of 

the Lord. (1 Kings 8:10,11) 
 

Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. (24:18) 
 

…the Word became flesh and dwelt (lit. “tabernacled”) among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

 
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily… (Col. 2:9) 

 
For while we were still weak…Christ died for the ungodly…. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

(Rom. 5:6,8) 
 

…even when we were dead in our trespasses, [God] made us alive together with Christ (Eph. 2:5) 
 

 
II. But we must ______________ Him.  

 
 

 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of 
Israel would set out. (v.36) 

 
___________ delivers, God saves, God ____________, but we must follow; 
________________ is fruit or evidence of being _______________. 

 
It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and 

chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath 
that he swore (Deut. 7:7,8) 

 
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  You shall have 

no other gods before me (20:1) 
 

We must ______________ our plans and our will to ____________ plan and to His 
will; He is ____________ us night and day to ____________ us and to provide for us. 
 

Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of 
Israel would set out.  But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was 
taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight 

of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. (v.36-38) 
 

Submit yourselves therefore to God…. you do not know what tomorrow will bring…  you ought to say, “If the 
Lord wills…” (James 4:7, 14,15). 

 
… I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you…. and I will be their 

God.” (Gen. 17:7) 
 

…. let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. (25:8) 
 



I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God (29:45) 
 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age (Mt. 22:28). 
 

 he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1:6) 
 

 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) 
 

…by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. Whoever says “I know 
him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him… By this we may know that we 

are in him:  whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. (1 John 2:3-6) 
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Understanding the Message of Exodus:  
The Lord Delivers His People, But We Must Follow Him 

Exodus 40:34-38 (p.102) 
Intro 
 

The Bible records the history of redemption, but it is also itself a redemptive document. 
 
…the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and 

of spirit… discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  (Heb 4:12,13) 
 

I. The Lord meets His people where we are and gloriously delivers us…v34,35 
 

The Book of Exodus recounts how God multiplied His people in Egypt so much 
that they eventually became enslaved. 

 
 Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen. And they gained possessions in it and were fruitful 

and multiplied greatly. (Gen. 47:27) 
 

the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that 
the land was filled with them.  Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.  And he said 

to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. Come, let us deal shrewdly 
with them…  Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with heavy burdens…  But the more they 

were oppressed, the more they multiplied and the more they spread abroad…. So they ruthlessly made the 
people of Israel work as slaves… (1:7-13) 

 
Pharoah commanded that the Hebrew baby boys should be cast into the Nile, 
but Moses was delivered and adopted by Pharoah’s daughter. 

 
Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile… 

(1:22) 
 

The woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three 
months. When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with 
bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank…. Now the daughter 

of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river… She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant 
woman, and she took it.  When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took 

pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews' children.” …. and he became her son. She named him 
Moses, “Because” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” (2:2,3,5,10)  

 
At forty years old, Moses sought to deliver his people by force and ended up 
having to flee to Midian. 

 
By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to 

be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. (Heb. 11:44) 
 

… he went out to his people and looked on their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of 
his people…. and seeing no one, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand…. When Pharaoh heard 

of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. (2:11,12,15) 
 



God heard the cries of His people and met Moses through the burning bush to 
send him as their deliverer. 

 

… the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from 
slavery came up to God. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, 

with Isaac, and with Jacob. God saw the people of Israel—and God knew. (2:23-25) 
 

the angel of the Lord appeared to [Moses] in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, 
the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed…. God called to him out of the bush…And he said, “I am the 

God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” …. Then the Lord said, “I 
have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of 

their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey… 

Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” (3:2-10) 
 

God used Moses to bring terrible plagues upon the land of Egypt and its many 
false gods. 

 
In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants [Moses]  lifted up the staff and struck the water in the 
Nile, and all the water in the Nile turned into blood.  And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank, so that 

the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. There was blood throughout all the land of Egypt (7:20,21) 
 

 … exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. (Rom. 1:22,23) 

 
God gave the Passover and delivered His people out of Egypt by a pillar of cloud 
and fire, through the Red Sea. 

 
“Thus says the Lord: ‘About midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt,  and every firstborn in the land of Egypt 

shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who 
is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of 

Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again (11:4-6) 
 

Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to 
their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household…. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You 

may take it from the sheep or from the goats, and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, 
when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. “Then they shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.  They shall 
eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it….  In this 
manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And 

you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover.  For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will 
strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 

(12:3,5-8,11-13) 
 

Then [Pharoah] summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out from among my people, both you 
and the people of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as you have said.  Take your flocks and your herds, as you 

have said, and be gone…!” (12:31,32) 
 



 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines…  But God led 
the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea…. Moses took the bones of Joseph with 
him… And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a 

pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the 
pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people. (13:17,19,21) 

 
 … Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night 
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went into the midst of the 

sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. The Egyptians pursued 
and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen….Then 

the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.”… The waters returned and covered the chariots 

and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them 
remained.  But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea…. (14:21-24,26,28,29) 

 
The Lord led His people through the wilderness, even though they continually 
complained. 

 
the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” (15:24) 

 
the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled (16:2) 

 
the people quarreled with Moses…. and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 

up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” (17:2,3) 
 

At Mount Sinai God gave the Ten Commandments along with ceremonial and 
judicial laws for the people of Israel. 

 
… there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so 

that all the people in the camp trembled…. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the Lord had 
descended on it in fire…. and the whole mountain trembled greatly…. The Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to 
the top of the mountain. And the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.  And God 

spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or 

any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God…. You 
shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his 

name in vain. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy…. You shall not murder…. You shall not commit 
adultery…. You shall not steal.   You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor…. You shall not 

covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female 
servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” (19:16,18,20; 20:1-17) 

 
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  And Moses 

was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle. (v. 34,35) 

 
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain… (24:15) 

 
 a cloud filled the house of the Lord… (1 Kings 8:10) 

 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you (Luke 1:35) 



 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them (Mt. 17:5) 

 
the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of 

the Lord. (1 Kings 8:10,11) 
 

Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. (24:18) 
 

…the Word became flesh and dwelt (lit. “tabernacled”) among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

 
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily… (Col. 2:9) 

 
For while we were still weak…Christ died for the ungodly…. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

(Rom. 5:6,8) 
 

…even when we were dead in our trespasses, [God] made us alive together with Christ (Eph. 2:5) 
 

 
II. But we must follow Him. v.36-38 

 
 

 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of 
Israel would set out. (v.36) 

 
God delivers, God saves, God leads, but we must follow; obedience is fruit or 
evidence of being saved. 

 
It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and 

chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath 
that he swore (Deut. 7:7,8) 

 
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  You shall have 

no other gods before me (20:1) 
 

We must submit our plans and our will to God’s plan and to His will; He is with 
us night and day to lead us and to provide for us. 
 

Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of 
Israel would set out.  But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was 
taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight 

of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. (v.36-38) 
 

Submit yourselves therefore to God…. you do not know what tomorrow will bring…  you ought to say, “If the 
Lord wills…” (James 4:7, 14,15). 

 
… I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you…. and I will be their 

God.” (Gen. 17:7) 
 

…. let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. (25:8) 
 



I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God (29:45) 
 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age (Mt. 22:28). 
 

 he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1:6) 
 

 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) 
 

…by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. Whoever says “I know 
him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him… By this we may know that we 

are in him:  whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. (1 John 2:3-6) 
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