
Understanding the Message of Joshua: Be Strong and Careful 
Joshua 23:1-13 (p.251) 

 
Intro 
 

I. Be brave and ___________ to do _______ that the Lord has commanded you.  
 
 
The Christian life requires strength and _______ to obey God’s ______________. 

 
After the death of Moses… the Lord said to Joshua… “arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into 

the land that I am giving to them… Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just 
as I promised to Moses…  Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land…. Only 

be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant 
commanded you…. Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for 

the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”…  And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded 
us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go…. Only be strong and courageous.” (1:1-3,5-9,16,18) 

 
Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. (1 Cor. 16:13) 

 
Joshua… sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.”…. Then 

the two men returned…. And they said to Joshua, “Truly the Lord has given all the land into our hands. And 
also, all the inhabitants of the land melt away because of us.” (2:1,23,24) 

 
Courage and _____________ should be a ______________ of Christian people. 

 
God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. (2 Tim. 1:7) 

 
Like a new __________, Joshua led the people through the ___________ river into 
the land of Canaan. 

 
the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the 

Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the Jordan. 
(3:17) 

 
take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel…. 

So these stones shall be to the people of Israel a memorial forever.” (4:5-7) 
 
Then the new generation was ___________ and celebrated the _______________. 

 
For they were uncircumcised, because they had not been circumcised on the way. (5:7) 

 

While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover… (5:10) 
 
Then the Commander of the ____________ of the Lord arrived, and they defeated 
________________ by marching around the city with the ark. 

 



When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing before 
him with his drawn sword in his hand…. I am the commander of the army of the Lord. Now I have come.” 

(5:13,14) 
 

On the seventh day they…marched around the city in the same manner seven times…. As soon as the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and the wall fell down flat…. and they 

captured the city. (6:15,20) 

 
The Lord gave them great ____________, but there was still land to be 
________________. 

 
And these are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the people of Israel defeated…:  the king of Jericho, 

one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one; the king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one;  the king of 
Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; the king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one…. in all, thirty-one kings. 

(12:7-12) 
 
Now Joshua was old and advanced in years, and the Lord said to him, “You are old and advanced in years, and 

there remains yet very much land to possess. (13:1) 
 

 A long time afterward, when the Lord had given rest to Israel from all their surrounding 
enemies…Joshua summoned all Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and o:icers, and said to them, “I 

am now old and well advanced in years. And you have seen all that the Lord your God has done to all 
these nations for your sake, for it is the Lord your God who has fought for you. Behold, I have allotted to 

you as an inheritance for your tribes those nations that remain, along with all the nations that I have 
already cut o:, from the Jordan to the Great Sea in the west. The Lord your God will push them back 

before you and drive them out of your sight. And you shall possess their land, just as the Lord your God 
promised you.  Therefore, be very strong to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of 

Moses… (v.1-6) 
 

 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, since I know that the putting oc of 
my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me.  And I will make every ecort so that after my 

departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. (2 Peter 1:13) 
 
 

II. Be very _____________ to ____________ the Lord your God. 
 
 

be very strong to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it 
neither to the right hand nor to the left… (v.6) 

 
We have to be very careful to __________ God’s law and not become like the 
____________ around us. 
 

…turning aside from it neither to the right hand nor to the left, that you may not mix with these nations 
remaining among you or make mention of the names of their gods or swear by them or serve them or 

bow down to them… (v.6,7) 
 
It is very easy to become _________ and worldly, so we have to __________ to the 
Lord. 

 
you shall cling to the Lord your God just as you have done to this day. (v.8) 



 
God is the One Who ____________ for us and gives us the _________________. 

 

For the Lord has driven out before you great and strong nations. And as for you, no man has been able to 
stand before you to this day. One man of you puts to flight a thousand, since it is the Lord your God who 

fights for you, just as he promised you. (v.9, 10) 
 

Therefore, hold on to ___________ and not to the people and the ways of the 
________________. 

 
Be very careful, therefore, to love the Lord your God. For if you turn back and cling to the remnant of 

these nations remaining among you and make marriages with them, so that you associate with them 
and they with you, know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer drive out these nations before 
you, but they shall be a snare and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you 

perish from o: this good ground that the Lord your God has given you. (v.11-13) 
 

God has given you the ___________ in Christ; resolve to _____________ yourself 
entirely to Him. 

 
“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers 
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods 

of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (24:14,15) 
 

After these things Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being 110 years old. And they buried 
him in his own inheritance… As for the bones of Joseph, which the people of Israel brought up from Egypt, 

they buried them at Shechem…. (24:29,32) 
 

 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called… (1 Tim. 6:12) 
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