Understanding the Message of Judges: The Need for a King
Judges 21:25 (p.281)

l. We need a
In those days there was no king in Israel. (v.25)

The people of God need leadership to provide and to mobilize
them into

After the death of Joshua, the people of Israel inquired of the Lord, “Who shall go up first for us against the
Canaanites, to fight against them?”....Then Judah went up and the Lord gave the Canaanites and the
Perizzites into their hand.... (1:1-4)

Without the proper , the people of God did not
obey the Lord.

But the people of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who lived in Jerusalem.... Manasseh did not drive
out the inhabitants of Beth-shean...Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer... Zebulun did
not drive out the inhabitants of Kitron...Asher did not drive out the inhabitants of Acco...Naphtali did not drive

out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh...(1:21,27,29-31,33)

always brings problems, along with the Lord’s

Now the angel of the Lord.... said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land that | swore to
give to your fathers.... But you have not obeyed my voice.... So now [ say, | will not drive them out before you,
but they shall become thorns in your sides... (2:1-3)

The Lord raised up to deliver them, but they only provided
relief.

Joshua summoned all Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and officers... (Joshua 23:2)

Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them....
But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers... (2:16,18,19)

The judges were often and very imperfect leaders who were not
always good for us.

...the Lord raised up for them a deliverer, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, a left-handed man.... After
him was Shamgar...who killed 600 of the Philistines with an oxgoad.... Deborah, a prophetess, was judging
Israel... She sent and summoned Barak...and said to him, “Has not the Lord, the God of Israel, commanded
you, ‘Go, gather your men... Gideon was... in the winepress to hide... And Gideon made an ephod...And all
Israel whored after it there, and it became a snare.... Gideon had seventy sons... for he had many wives....And
[a] concubine... Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, but he was the son of a prostitute....
Samson...saw one of the daughters of the Philistines....and told his father and mother, “..get her for me as my
wife....” Samson went to Gaza, and there he saw a prostitute, and he went in to her.... (3:15,31;
4:4,6,6:11,8:27,30,31; 11:1;14:1,2;16:1)



God can use very sinful and
need for leadership.

people, but that doesn’t change our

After this [Samson] loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.... the dead whom he
killed at his death were more than those whom he had killed during his life. (16:4,30)

. Who will us todo whatis

In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (v. 25)

There was a man of the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Micah.... And the man Micah had a shrine,
and he made an ephod and household gods, and ordained one of his sons, who became his priest. In those
days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (17:1,6)

On our own, we are not
what is right.

of knowing what is right or of

Now there was a young man...who was a Levite, and...he came to... the house of Micah.... And
Micah ordained the Levite, and the young man became his priest, and was in the house of Micah. Then Micah
said, “Now | know that the Lord will prosper me, because | have a Levite as priest.” (17:7,8,12,13)

Without a king to deliver us and to lead us, we will only

further and further into

In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the tribe of the people of Dan... took what Micah
had made, and the priest who belonged to him.... And the people of Dan set up the carved image for
themselves, and [the Levite] ... and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites....

(18:1-30)

In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite... took to himself a concubine... And... she
went away from him to her father's house at Bethlehem in Judah.... Then [he] arose and went after her, to
speak kindly to her and bring her back.... So they passed on and went their way.... and spend the night at
Gibeah.... And behold, an old man was coming from his work in the field at evening.... And the old man
said, “Peace be to you; | will care for all your wants....” So he brought him into his house and gave the donkeys
feed. And they washed their feet and ate and drank. As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men
of the city, worthless fellows, surrounded the house, beating on the door.... in the morning...[when the Levite]
opened the doors of the house... to go on his way, behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of the
house.... He said to her, “Get up, let us be going.” But there was no answer. Then he put her on the donkey, and
the man rose up and went away to his home. And when he entered his house, he took a knife, and taking hold
of his concubine he divided her, limb by limb, into twelve pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of
Israel. And all who saw it said, “Such a thing has never happened or been seen from the day that the people of
Israel came up out of the land of Egypt until this day....” (19:1-30)

We need

our king not only to fight for us and save us, but also to
us, to lead us, to

us, and to us together.

Then all the people of Israel came out... And the people of Israel said, “Tell us, how did this evil happen?” And
the Levite... answered and said, “l came to Gibeah that belongs to Benjamin, | and my concubine, to spend
the night. And the leaders of Gibeah rose against me and surrounded the house against me by night. They



meant to kill me, and they violated my concubine, and she is dead. So | took hold of my concubine and cut her
in pieces and sent her throughout all the country... for they have committed abomination and outrage in

Israel. Behold, you people of Israel, all of you, give your advice and counsel here.” And all the people arose as

one man, saying, “..this is what we will do to Gibeah: we will go up against it... So all the men of Israel

gathered against the city.... [Then] the people of Benjamin mustered out of their cities on that day 26,000

men.... And the men of Israel went out to fight against Benjamin.... And the men of Israel.... struck them with

the edge of the sword, the city, men and beasts and all that they found. And all the towns that they found they

seton fire. (20:1-48)

Now the men of Israel had sworn..., “No one of us shall give his daughter in marriage to Benjamin.” And the
people... lifted up their voices and wept bitterly. And they said, “O Lord, the God of Israel, why has this
happened in Israel, that today there should be one tribe lacking in Israel?”....And they said, “What one is
there of the tribes of Israel that did not come up to the Lord to Mizpah?” And behold, no one had come to the
camp from Jabesh-gilead, to the assembly.... So the congregation sent 12,000 of their bravest men there and
commanded them, “Go and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword; also the
women and the little ones.... And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 young virgins who
had not known a man by lying with him... And they gave them the women whom they had saved alive of the
women of Jabesh-gilead, but they were not enough for them...- So they said, “Behold, there is the yearly feast
of the Lord at Shiloh.... And they commanded the people of Benjamin, saying, “Go and lie in ambush in the
vineyards and watch. If the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in the dances, then come out of the
vineyards and snatch each man his wife from the daughters of Shiloh.... And the people of Benjamin did so
and took their wives, according to their number, from the dancers whom they carried off.... And the people of
Israel departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe and family, and they went out from there every

man to his inheritance. (21:1-24)

The Book of Judges reminds us of the utter

of man, and that
salvation is by alone through

alone in Christ alone.

In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (v.25)

For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah... who through faith conquered kingdomes...
were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. (Heb. 11:32-34)
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Understanding the Message of Judges: The Need for a King
Judges 21:25 (p.281)

l. We need a king...

In those days there was no king in Israel. (v.25)

The people of God need leadership to provide direction and to mobilize them
into action.

After the death of Joshua, the people of Israel inquired of the Lord, “Who shall go up first for us against the
Canaanites, to fight against them?”....Then Judah went up and the Lord gave the Canaanites and the
Perizzites into their hand.... (1:1-4)

Without the proper leadership, the people of God did not completely obey the
Lord.

But the people of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who lived in Jerusalem.... Manasseh did not drive
out the inhabitants of Beth-shean...Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer... Zebulun did
not drive out the inhabitants of Kitron...Asher did not drive out the inhabitants of Acco...Naphtali did not drive

out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh...(1:21,27,29-31,33)

Disobedience always brings problems, along with the Lord’s discipline.

Now the angel of the Lord.... said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land that | swore to
give to your fathers.... But you have not obeyed my voice.... So now [ say, | will not drive them out before you,
but they shall become thorns in your sides... (2:1-3)

The Lord raised up judges to deliver them, but they only provided temporary
relief.

Joshua summoned all Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and officers... (Joshua 23:2)

Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them....
But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers... (2:16,18,19)

The judges were often unusual and very imperfect leaders who were not always
good examples for us.

...the Lord raised up for them a deliverer, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, a left-handed man.... After
him was Shamgar...who killed 600 of the Philistines with an oxgoad.... Deborah, a prophetess, was judging
Israel... She sent and summoned Barak...and said to him, “Has not the Lord, the God of Israel, commanded
you, ‘Go, gather your men... Gideon was... in the winepress to hide... And Gideon made an ephod...And all
Israel whored after it there, and it became a snare.... Gideon had seventy sons... for he had many wives....And
[a] concubine... Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, but he was the son of a prostitute....
Samson...saw one of the daughters of the Philistines....and told his father and mother, “..get her for me as my
wife....” Samson went to Gaza, and there he saw a prostitute, and he went in to her.... (3:15,31;
4:4,6,6:11,8:27,30,31; 11:1;14:1,2;16:1)



God can use very sinful and imperfect people, but that doesn’t change our need
for godly leadership.

After this [Samson] loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.... the dead whom he
killed at his death were more than those whom he had killed during his life. (16:4,30)

1. Who will lead us to do what is right.

In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (v. 25)

There was a man of the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Micah.... And the man Micah had a shrine,
and he made an ephod and household gods, and ordained one of his sons, who became his priest. In those
days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (17:1,6)

On our own, we are not capable of knowing what is right or of doing what is right.

Now there was a young man...who was a Levite, and...he came to... the house of Micah.... And
Micah ordained the Levite, and the young man became his priest, and was in the house of Micah. Then Micah
said, “Now | know that the Lord will prosper me, because | have a Levite as priest.” (17:7,8,12,13)

Without a godly king to deliver us and to lead us, we will only descend further
and further into sin.

In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the tribe of the people of Dan... took what Micah
had made, and the priest who belonged to him.... And the people of Dan set up the carved image for
themselves, and [the Levite] ... and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites....

(18:1-30)

In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite... took to himself a concubine... And... she
went away from him to her father's house at Bethlehem in Judah.... Then [he] arose and went after her, to
speak kindly to her and bring her back.... So they passed on and went their way.... and spend the night at
Gibeah.... And behold, an old man was coming from his work in the field at evening.... And the old man
said, “Peace be to you; | will care for all your wants....” So he brought him into his house and gave the donkeys
feed. And they washed their feet and ate and drank. As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men
of the city, worthless fellows, surrounded the house, beating on the door.... in the morning...[when the Levite]
opened the doors of the house... to go on his way, behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of the
house.... He said to her, “Get up, let us be going.” But there was no answer. Then he put her on the donkey, and
the man rose up and went away to his home. And when he entered his house, he took a knife, and taking hold
of his concubine he divided her, limb by limb, into twelve pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of
Israel. And all who saw it said, “Such a thing has never happened or been seen from the day that the people of
Israel came up out of the land of Egypt until this day....” (19:1-30)

We need Christ our king not only to fight for us and save us, but also to forgive us,
to lead us, to change us, and to unite us together.

Then all the people of Israel came out... And the people of Israel said, “Tell us, how did this evil happen?” And
the Levite... answered and said, “l came to Gibeah that belongs to Benjamin, | and my concubine, to spend
the night. And the leaders of Gibeah rose against me and surrounded the house against me by night. They
meant to kill me, and they violated my concubine, and she is dead. So | took hold of my concubine and cut her



in pieces and sent her throughout all the country... for they have committed abomination and outrage in
Israel. Behold, you people of Israel, all of you, give your advice and counsel here.” And all the people arose as
one man, saying, “..this is what we will do to Gibeah: we will go up against it... So all the men of Israel
gathered against the city.... [Then] the people of Benjamin mustered out of their cities on that day 26,000
men.... And the men of Israel went out to fight against Benjamin.... And the men of Israel.... struck them with
the edge of the sword, the city, men and beasts and all that they found. And all the towns that they found they
seton fire. (20:1-48)

Now the men of Israel had sworn..., “No one of us shall give his daughter in marriage to Benjamin.” And the
people... lifted up their voices and wept bitterly. And they said, “O Lord, the God of Israel, why has this
happened in Israel, that today there should be one tribe lacking in Israel?”....And they said, “What one is
there of the tribes of Israel that did not come up to the Lord to Mizpah?” And behold, no one had come to the
camp from Jabesh-gilead, to the assembly.... So the congregation sent 12,000 of their bravest men there and
commanded them, “Go and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword; also the
women and the little ones.... And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 young virgins who
had not known a man by lying with him... And they gave them the women whom they had saved alive of the
women of Jabesh-gilead, but they were not enough for them...- So they said, “Behold, there is the yearly feast
of the Lord at Shiloh.... And they commanded the people of Benjamin, saying, “Go and lie in ambush in the
vineyards and watch. If the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in the dances, then come out of the
vineyards and snatch each man his wife from the daughters of Shiloh.... And the people of Benjamin did so
and took their wives, according to their number, from the dancers whom they carried off.... And the people of
Israel departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe and family, and they went out from there every
man to his inheritance. (21:1-24)

The Book of Judges reminds us of the utter depravity of man, and that salvation is
by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.

In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (v.25)

For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah... who through faith conquered kingdomes...
were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. (Heb. 11:32-34)
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