Understanding the Message of the Book of Numbers:
God’s People Journey Through the Wilderness
Numbers 33:1-40 (p. 179)

Intro

l. God’s people through the of this life...

Quick Summary:
The God of Creation and of the Bible is worthy of our faith and our worship. (Genesis)
The Lord meets us where we are and gloriously delivers us, but we must follow Him. (Exodus)
God is Holy, and He calls His people to be holy. (Leviticus)

The Book of Numbers begins with a taken to determine the
number of the Israelite men available for

The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tent of meeting... saying, “Take a census of all the
congregation of the people of Israel, by clans, by fathers' houses, according to the number of names, every
male, head by head. From twenty years old and upward, all in Israel who are able to go to war... (1:1-3)

The life of faithis a against sin and temptation, butitis also a
through a world of

...we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Eph. 6:12)

Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles... (1 Peter 2:11)

Therefore, the priests were commanded to the people by “putting
God’s upon them.”

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of
Israel: you shall say to them, The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and
be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” So shall they put my name

upon the people of Israel, and | will bless them.” (6:22-27)

In spite of God’s blessings, the people continued to and
displease the Lord, so God established to govern them.

the people grumbled against Moses... the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled...the people
quarreled with Moses.... and the people grumbled... (Ex. 15:24; 16:2:17:2,3)

In the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month, the cloud lifted from over the
tabernacle of the testimony, and the people of Israel set out by stages from the wilderness of Sinai.... They set

out for the first time at the command of the Lord by Moses. (10:11,13)

And the people complained in the hearing of the Lord about their misfortunes.... (11:1)



the people of Israel also wept again and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in
Egypt... But now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at....” (11:4-6)

Moses said to the Lord... | am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too heavy for me....
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the
elders of the people....and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you may not bear it
yourselfalone. (11:11,14,16,17)

Even when God them to the promised land, they
and refused to enter, and therefore were not to enter.

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which | am giving to the people of
Israel... At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land.... and... said, “We are not able to go up
against the people, for they are stronger than we are”.... Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the
people wept that night. And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. (13:1, 2, 26; 14:1)

Then the Lord said... “truly, as | live... none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that | did in Egypt

and in the wilderness... shall see the land that | swore to give to their fathers.... According to the number of the

days in which you spied out the land, forty days, a year for each day, you shall bear your iniquity forty years...”
(14:20-23;34)

These are the stages of the people of Israel... (v.1)

The Christian journeyis a , one step at a time; salvation is not the
, butjust the of the Christian life.

These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of Egypt by their companies
under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. Moses wrote down their starting places, stage by stage, by
command of the Lord, and these are their stages according to their starting places. They set out from
Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month. On the day after the Passover, the

people of Israel went out triumphantly in the sight of all the Egyptians... So the people of Israel set out
from Rameses... (v.1-5)

1. Getting ever to the promised land.
We have to how to trust and obey, with moments—
good and —along the way.

Moses wrote down their starting places, stage by stage, by command of the Lord... (v.2)

So the people of Israel set out from Rameses and camped at Succoth. And they set out from Succoth
and camped at Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness. And they set out from Etham and turned
back to Pi-hahiroth, which is east of Baal-zephon, and they camped before Migdol. And they set out from
before Hahiroth and passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and they went a three
days'journey in the wilderness of Etham and camped at Marah. And they set out from Marah and came
to Elim; at Elim there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped there. And
they set out from Elim and camped by the Red Sea. And they set out from the Red Sea and camped
in the wilderness of Sin. And they set out from the wilderness of Sin and camped at Dophkah. And they
set out from Dophkah and camped at Alush. And they set out from Alush and camped at Rephidim,
where there was no water for the people to drink. And they set out from Rephidim and camped in
the wilderness of Sinai. (v.5-15)



The journey often takes a lot than we expect; is
often a very slow !

And they set out from the wilderness of Sinai and camped at Kibroth-hattaavah. And they set out from
Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth. And they set out from Hazeroth and camped at
Rithmah. And they set out from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon-perez. And they set out from Rimmon-
perez and camped at Libnah. And they set out from Libnah and camped at Rissah. And they set out from
Rissah and camped at Kehelathah. And they set out from Kehelathah and camped at Mount
Shepher. And they set out from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah. And they set out from Haradah
and camped at Makheloth. And they set out from Makheloth and camped at Tahath. And they set out
from Tahath and camped at Terah. And they set out from Terah and camped at Mithkah. And they set out
from Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah. And they set out from Hashmonah and camped at
Moseroth. And they set out from Moseroth and camped at Bene-jaakan. And they set out from Bene-
jaakan and camped at Hor-haggidgad. (v.16-32)

is part of that journey—not the , but the next
toward the promised land.

And they set out from Hor-haggidgad and camped at Jotbathah. And they set out from Jotbathah and
camped at Abronah. And they set out from Abronah and camped at Ezion-geber. And they set out from
Ezion-geber and camped in the wilderness of Zin (that is, Kadesh). And they set out from Kadesh and
camped at Mount Hor, on the edge of the land of Edom. And Aaron the priest went up Mount Hor at the
command of the Lord and died there, in the fortieth year after the people of Israel had come out of the
land of Egypt... (v.33-38)

And the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming
of the people of Israel. (v.40)



General Timeline for the Book of Numbers
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Understanding the Message of the Book of Numbers:
God’s People Journey Through the Wilderness
Numbers 33:1-40 (p. 179)

Intro

l. God’s people journey through the wilderness of this life... v.1-5

Quick Summary:
The God of Creation and of the Bible is worthy of our faith and our worship. (Genesis)
The Lord meets us where we are and gloriously delivers us, but we must follow Him. (Exodus)
God is Holy, and He calls His people to be holy. (Leviticus)

The Book of Numbers begins with a census taken to determine the number of
the Israelite men available for war.

The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tent of meeting... saying, “Take a census of all the
congregation of the people of Israel, by clans, by fathers' houses, according to the number of names, every
male, head by head. From twenty years old and upward, all in Israel who are able to go to war... (1:1-3)

The life of faith is a battle against sin and temptation, but it is also a journey
through a world of difficulty.

...we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Eph. 6:12)

Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles... (1 Peter 2:11)

Therefore, the priests were commanded to bless the people by “putting God’s
name upon them.”

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of
Israel: you shall say to them, The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and
be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” So shall they put my name

upon the people of Israel, and | will bless them.” (6:22-27)

In spite of God’s blessings, the people continued to complain and displease the
Lord, so God established elders to govern them.

the people grumbled against Moses... the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled...the people
quarreled with Moses.... and the people grumbled... (Ex. 15:24; 16:2:17:2,3)

In the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month, the cloud lifted from over the
tabernacle of the testimony, and the people of Israel set out by stages from the wilderness of Sinai.... They set

out for the first time at the command of the Lord by Moses. (10:11,13)

And the people complained in the hearing of the Lord about their misfortunes.... (11:1)



the people of Israel also wept again and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in
Egypt... But now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at....” (11:4-6)

Moses said to the Lord... | am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too heavy for me....
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the
elders of the people....and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you may not bear it
yourselfalone. (11:11,14,16,17)

Even when God brought them to the promised land, they rebelled and refused to
enter, and therefore were not allowed to enter.

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which | am giving to the people of
Israel... At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land.... and... said, “We are not able to go up
against the people, for they are stronger than we are”.... Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the
people wept that night. And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. (13:1, 2, 26; 14:1)

Then the Lord said... “truly, as | live... none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that | did in Egypt

and in the wilderness... shall see the land that | swore to give to their fathers.... According to the number of the

days in which you spied out the land, forty days, a year for each day, you shall bear your iniquity forty years...”
(14:20-23;34)

These are the stages of the people of Israel... (v.1)

The Christian journey is a process, one step at a time; salvation is not the end,
but just the beginning of the Christian life.

These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of Egypt by their companies
under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. Moses wrote down their starting places, stage by stage, by
command of the Lord, and these are their stages according to their starting places. They set out from
Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month. On the day after the Passover, the

people of Israel went out triumphantly in the sight of all the Egyptians... So the people of Israel set out
from Rameses... (v.1-5)

1. Getting ever closer to the promised land. V5-40

We have to learn how to trust and obey, with many moments—good and bad—
along the way.

Moses wrote down their starting places, stage by stage, by command of the Lord... (v.2)

So the people of Israel set out from Rameses and camped at Succoth. And they set out from Succoth
and camped at Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness. And they set out from Etham and turned
back to Pi-hahiroth, which is east of Baal-zephon, and they camped before Migdol. And they set out from
before Hahiroth and passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and they went a three
days'journey in the wilderness of Etham and camped at Marah. And they set out from Marah and came
to Elim; at Elim there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped there. And
they set out from Elim and camped by the Red Sea. And they set out from the Red Sea and camped
in the wilderness of Sin. And they set out from the wilderness of Sin and camped at Dophkah. And they
set out from Dophkah and camped at Alush. And they set out from Alush and camped at Rephidim,
where there was no water for the people to drink. And they set out from Rephidim and camped in
the wilderness of Sinai. (v.5-15)



The journey often takes a lot longer than we expect; sanctification is often a very
slow process!

And they set out from the wilderness of Sinai and camped at Kibroth-hattaavah. And they set out from
Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth. And they set out from Hazeroth and camped at
Rithmah. And they set out from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon-perez. And they set out from Rimmon-
perez and camped at Libnah. And they set out from Libnah and camped at Rissah. And they set out from
Rissah and camped at Kehelathah. And they set out from Kehelathah and camped at Mount
Shepher. And they set out from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah. And they set out from Haradah
and camped at Makheloth. And they set out from Makheloth and camped at Tahath. And they set out
from Tahath and camped at Terah. And they set out from Terah and camped at Mithkah. And they set out
from Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah. And they set out from Hashmonah and camped at
Moseroth. And they set out from Moseroth and camped at Bene-jaakan. And they set out from Bene-
jaakan and camped at Hor-haggidgad. (v.16-32)

Death is part of that journey—not the end, but the next step toward the promised
land.

And they set out from Hor-haggidgad and camped at Jotbathah. And they set out from Jotbathah and
camped at Abronah. And they set out from Abronah and camped at Ezion-geber. And they set out from
Ezion-geber and camped in the wilderness of Zin (that is, Kadesh). And they set out from Kadesh and
camped at Mount Hor, on the edge of the land of Edom. And Aaron the priest went up Mount Hor at the
command of the Lord and died there, in the fortieth year after the people of Israel had come out of the
land of Egypt... (v.33-38)

And the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming
of the people of Israel. (v.40)
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