
Understanding the Message of 2 Samuel:  
The Lord Made a Covenant with the House of David 

2 Samuel 7:1-17 (p. 330) 
Intro 
 
 

I. God made a special _____________ with ____________ and his descendants...  
 

 
David ______________ that Saul was dead, and then David was _____________ 
king of Judah (the ______________ half of the kingdom). 

 
…David lamented with this lamentation over Saul…. How the mighty have fallen! (1:17,18) 

 
 …the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. (2:4) 

 
Saul’s son Ish-bosheth was anointed king of ____________ (the _____________ half 
of the kingdom). 

  

…Abner the… commander of Saul's army, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul and… made him king over Gilead 
and the Ashurites and Jezreel and Ephraim and Benjamin and all Israel. (2:9) 

 
There was a civil ____________between the northern half (Israel) and the 
southern half (____________), and between the house of _____________ and the 
house of David. 

 
There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. (3:1) 

 
David was a man of ____________ and compassion among men of wanton 
________________. 

 
I am for peace, but when I speak, they are for war! (Ps. 120:7) 

 
Finally, Ish-bosheth was _____________, and David was anointed king over all of 
_______________. 

 
Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and flesh. In times 
past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who led out and brought in Israel. And the Lord said to you, ‘You 
shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over Israel.’” So all the elders of Israel came to 
the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed 

David king over Israel. (5:1-3) 
 
The ___________ was brought to Jerusalem, and David ____________ before the 
Lord. 

 

David went and brought up the ark of God…with rejoicing…. And David danced before the Lord with all his 
might. (5:12,14) 

 



God promised to ____________ the nation of Israel and to establish the 
__________ of David. 
 

Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding 
enemies, the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 

dwells in a tent.” v. 1,2 
 

Remember, O Lord, in David's favor… how he swore to the Lord and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, “I will 
not enter my house or get into my bed, I will not give sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids, until I find a 

place for the Lord, a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” (Ps. 132:1-5) 
 

the Lord said to David… ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in 
your heart.’ (1 Kings 8:18) 

 
“Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? … my 

house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house.  (Haggai 1:4,9) 
 

“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the 
flock and calves from the midst of the stall, who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp…who drink wine in 
bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! (Amos 6:4-6) 

 
What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to me? (Ps. 116:12) 

 
And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” But that same night 

the word of the Lord came to Nathan, “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you 
build me a house to dwell in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 

from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all places where I have 
moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’  v.3-7 
 

the Lord said to David… ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in 
your heart. Nevertheless, you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build the 

house for my name.’ (1 Kings 8:18,19) 
 

God said to me, ‘You may not build a house for my name, for you are a man of war and have shed blood.’  
(1 Chron. 28:3) 

 
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have waged great wars. You shall 

not build a house to my name, because you have shed so much blood before me on the earth. (1 Chron. 22:8) 
 

Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. And I have been with 
you wherever you went and have cut oQ all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great 

name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men 
shall aQlict them no more, as formerly,  from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. 

And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make 
you a house. (7:8-11) 

 
Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. (Ps. 127:1) 

 
 



 
 
 

II. …to __________ over the people of Israel ________________.  
 
 
God made a covenant with ________________, that Abraham’s descendants 
would be God’s _______________. 
 
God made a covenant with _____________, that David’s descendants would 
_______________ over God’s people. 
 

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your oQspring after you, 
who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. (v.12) 

 
The Davidic covenant is an _________________ covenant, ultimately fulfilled in 
_________________, the Son of David. 

 
He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to 

him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of 
men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from 

Saul, whom I put away from before you.  And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” In accordance with all these words, and in 

accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. v.12-17 
 

 The Lord swore to David a sure oath  from which he will not turn back: “One of the sons of your body I will set 
on your throne. If your sons keep my covenant and my testimonies that I shall teach them, their sons also 

forever shall sit on your throne.” (Ps. 132:11,12) 
 

You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant: ‘I will 
establish your ojspring forever, and build your throne for all generations.’” …I will set his hand on the sea and 
his right hand on the rivers. He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’ And 
I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. My steadfast love I will keep for him forever, 
and my covenant will stand firm for him.  I will establish his ojspring forever and his throne as the days of the 
heavens.  If his children forsake my law and do not walk according to my rules, if they violate my statutes and 

do not keep my commandments then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with 
stripes, but I will not remove from him my steadfast love or be false to my faithfulness. I will not violate 

my covenant or alter the word that went forth from my lips. Once for all I have sworn by my holiness; I will 
not lie to David. His ojspring shall endure forever, his throne…shall be established forever….”   

(Ps. 89:3,4,25-37) 
 

…You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife…  Now 
therefore the sword shall never depart from your house….” (12:7-10) 

 
…[David] the king said to Joab…’Go through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and number the 

people…” (24:2) 
 

Jesus our risen _____________ shall rule over His kingdom _____________, and we 
His people are the __________________ descendants of Abraham. 

  



the Lord God will give to him [Jesus] the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:32,33) 

 
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. (1 Cor. 15:25) 

 
…no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly…. But a Jew is one inwardly, and…a matter of the 

heart...  (Rom. 2:28,29) 
 

 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham…. if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's 
ojspring…. (Gal. 3:7,29) 

 
In His _________________ with Abraham and with David, God has ______________ 
to establish His kingdom and His _____________ forever. 
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Understanding the Message of 2 Samuel:  
The Lord Made a Covenant with the House of David 

2 Samuel 7:1-17 (p. 330) 
Intro 
 
 

I. God made a special covenant with David and his descendants...  
 

 
David lamented that Saul was dead, and then David was anointed king of Judah 
(the southern half of the kingdom). 

 
…David lamented with this lamentation over Saul…. How the mighty have fallen! (1:17,18) 

 
 …the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. (2:4) 

 
Saul’s son Ish-bosheth was anointed king of Israel (the northern half of the 
kingdom). 

  

…Abner the… commander of Saul's army, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul and… made him king over Gilead 
and the Ashurites and Jezreel and Ephraim and Benjamin and all Israel. (2:9) 

 
There was a civil war between the northern half (Israel) and the southern half 
(Judah), and between the house of Saul and the house of David. 

 
There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. (3:1) 

 
David was a man of sympathy and compassion among men of wanton violence. 

 
I am for peace, but when I speak, they are for war! (Ps. 120:7) 

 
Finally, Ish-bosheth was murdered, and David was anointed king over all of 
Israel. 

 
Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and flesh. In times 
past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who led out and brought in Israel. And the Lord said to you, ‘You 
shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over Israel.’” So all the elders of Israel came to 
the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed 

David king over Israel. (5:1-3) 
 
The ark was brought to Jerusalem, and David danced before the Lord. 

 

David went and brought up the ark of God…with rejoicing…. And David danced before the Lord with all his 
might. (5:12,14) 

 
God promised to establish the nation of Israel and to establish the house of 
David. 
 



Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding 
enemies, the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 

dwells in a tent.” v. 1,2 
 

Remember, O Lord, in David's favor… how he swore to the Lord and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, “I will 
not enter my house or get into my bed, I will not give sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids, until I find a 

place for the Lord, a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” (Ps. 132:1-5) 
 

the Lord said to David… ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in 
your heart.’ (1 Kings 8:18) 

 
“Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? … my 

house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house.  (Haggai 1:4,9) 
 

“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the 
flock and calves from the midst of the stall, who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp…who drink wine in 
bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! (Amos 6:4-6) 

 
What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to me? (Ps. 116:12) 

 
And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” But that same night 

the word of the Lord came to Nathan, “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you 
build me a house to dwell in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 

from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all places where I have 
moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’  v.3-7 
 

the Lord said to David… ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in 
your heart. Nevertheless, you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build the 

house for my name.’ (1 Kings 8:18,19) 
 

God said to me, ‘You may not build a house for my name, for you are a man of war and have shed blood.’  
(1 Chron. 28:3) 

 
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have waged great wars. You shall 

not build a house to my name, because you have shed so much blood before me on the earth. (1 Chron. 22:8) 
 

Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. And I have been with 
you wherever you went and have cut oQ all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great 

name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men 
shall aQlict them no more, as formerly,  from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. 

And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make 
you a house. (7:8-11) 

 
Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. (Ps. 127:1) 

 
 
 
 
 



II. …to rule over the people of Israel forever.  
 
 
God made a covenant with Abraham, that Abraham’s descendants would be 
God’s people. 
 
God made a covenant with David, that David’s descendants would rule over 
God’s people. 
 

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your oQspring after you, 
who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. (v.12) 

 
The Davidic covenant is an eternal covenant, ultimately fulfilled in Christ, the 
Son of David. 

 
He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to 

him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of 
men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from 

Saul, whom I put away from before you.  And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” In accordance with all these words, and in 

accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. v.12-17 
 

 The Lord swore to David a sure oath  from which he will not turn back: “One of the sons of your body I will set 
on your throne. If your sons keep my covenant and my testimonies that I shall teach them, their sons also 

forever shall sit on your throne.” (Ps. 132:11,12) 
 

You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant: ‘I will 
establish your ojspring forever, and build your throne for all generations.’” …I will set his hand on the sea and 
his right hand on the rivers. He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’ And 
I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. My steadfast love I will keep for him forever, 
and my covenant will stand firm for him.  I will establish his ojspring forever and his throne as the days of the 
heavens.  If his children forsake my law and do not walk according to my rules, if they violate my statutes and 

do not keep my commandments then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with 
stripes, but I will not remove from him my steadfast love or be false to my faithfulness. I will not violate 

my covenant or alter the word that went forth from my lips. Once for all I have sworn by my holiness; I will 
not lie to David. His ojspring shall endure forever, his throne…shall be established forever….”  (Ps. 89:3,4,25-

37) 
 

…You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife…  Now 
therefore the sword shall never depart from your house….” (12:7-10) 

 
…[David] the king said to Joab…’Go through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and number the 

people…” (24:2) 
 

Jesus our risen king shall rule over His kingdom forever, and we His people are 
the true descendants of Abraham. 

  

the Lord God will give to him [Jesus] the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:32,33) 

 



he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. (1 Cor. 15:25) 
 

…no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly…. But a Jew is one inwardly, and…a matter of the 
heart...  (Rom. 2:28,29) 

 
 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham…. if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's 

ojspring…. (Gal. 3:7,29) 
 

In His covenants with Abraham and with David, God has promised to establish 
His kingdom and His church forever. 
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