Understanding the Message of 2 Kings:
The Lord Disciplines His People, but His Promises of Redeeming Grace Give Hope
2 Kings 25:27-30 (p.422)

Intro

l. The Lord His people....

Solomon turned from the Lord, bringing or
discipline upon the people of God.

After Solomon died, the nation , with one king in the north
( ) and one king in the south (Judah).
2 Kings begins with Ahaziah, of Israel, sending

to enquire of Baal-zebub.

Now Ahaziah... sent messengers, telling them, “Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether | shall
recover from this sickness.” (2 Kings 1:2)

the prophet tells him that, because he inquired of Baal-zebub,

he would not

“Thus says the Lord, ‘Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron—is it
because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his word?—therefore you shall not come down from the bed to
which you have gone up, but you shall surely die.’” So he died according to the word of the Lord that Elijah
had spoken. Jehoram became king in his place... (1:2,16,17)

Elijah was takenupina , and succeeded him
as chief prophet.

...Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal.... And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of
your spirit on me.” And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you,
it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And as they still went on and talked,
behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into
heaven.... And he saw him no more...he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him.... when the sons
of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him... they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came
to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. (2:1,9,13,15)

Elisha performs many like those of Elijah, but gradually the
grew worse and worse.

Eventually, the northern kingdom of Israel and then later the
kingdom of Judah were both taken into

...Hoshea the son of Elah began to reign in Samaria over Israel, and he reigned nine years. And he did what
was evil in the sight of the Lord... Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria.... the king of Assyria
invaded all the land and came to Samaria... In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured



Samaria, and he carried the Israelites away to Assyria... So Israel was exiled from their own land to Assyria
until this day... And the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim,
and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the people of Israel. And they took possession of Samaria

and lived in its cities.... So they feared the Lord but also served their own gods... So these nations feared
the Lord and also served their carved images. Their children did likewise, and their children's children—as
their fathers did, so they do to this day. (17:1,2,5-12,14-18,24,33,41)

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem.... And
he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord... At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up to Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city
while his servants were besieging it, and Jehoiachin the king of Judah gave himself up to the king of Babylon....
The king of Babylon took him prisoner in the eighth year of his reign and carried off all the treasures of the
house of the Lord and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold in the temple
of the Lord, which Solomon king of Israel had made... He carried away all Jerusalem and all the officials and
all the mighty men of valor, 10,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained, except the
poorest people of the land.... And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin's uncle, king in his
place, and changed his name to Zedekiah.... And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord.... And Zedekiah
rebelled against the king of Babylon.... Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came with all his army against
Jerusalem and laid siege to it.... Then they captured the king... and they passed sentence on him.... And he
burned the house of the Lord and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he
burned down. And... broke down the walls around Jerusalem. And the rest of the people who were left in the
city...[were] carried into exile... And the pillars of bronze that were in the house of the Lord, and the stands
and the bronze sea that were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans broke in pieces and carried the bronze
to Babylon....And they took away the pots and the shovels and the snuffers and the dishes for incense and all
the vessels of bronze used in the temple service, the fire pans also and the bowls.... So Judah was taken into
exile out of its land. (24:8-15,17,19,20; 25:1,3,6,7,9-11,13-15,21)

1. But His of redeeming grace give
In Leviticus chapter 26, God promised to His covenant and
to show us grace when we repent, no matter how we’ve been.

“...if they confess their iniquity...if... their uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their
iniquity, then | will remember my covenant.... when they are in the land of their enemies...forl am
the Lord their God..." | will for their sake remember the covenant....” (Lev. 26:40-45)

Jehoiachin king of Judah received from the king of Babylon and
was freed from

And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the
twenty-seventh day of the month, Evil-merodach [Amel-Marduk, lit. “Servant of Marduk”, the son of
Nebuchadnezzar Il] king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, graciously freedJehoiachin king
of Judah from prison. v.27

God’s sets us free and lifts us up, clothes us in righteousness,
brings us into fellowship with Himself, and provides for all our

[the king of Babylon] graciously freedJehoiachin king of Judah from prison. And he spoke kindly to him
and gave him a seat above the seats of the kings who were with him in Babylon. So Jehoiachin put off his



prison garments. And every day of his life he dined regularly at the king's table, and for his allowance, a
regular allowance was given him by the king, according to his daily needs, as long as he lived. v.27-30

And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth
day of the month, Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, graciously
freed Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison. And he spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat
above the seats of the kings who were with him in Babylon. So Jehoiachin put off his prison garments. And
every day of his life he dined regularly at the king's table, and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given
him by the king, according to his daily needs, until the day of his death, as long as he lived. (Jer. 52:31-34)

Christ our king is able to us and bring us back into
with the Lord and with His people.

Christ our is anointed with the Spirit without measure, and so
He is able to pour out His upon His people in abundance.
God’s promises of redeeming are fulfilled in us and for us through
Jesus Christ whose triumphal into Jerusalem we celebrate.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
(Zech. 9:9)

...they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” (John 12:13)

the crowds that went before him... shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21:9)

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
(Luke 19:38)
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Intro

l. The Lord disciplines His people....

Solomon turned away from the Lord, bringing judgment or discipline upon the
people of God.

After Solomon died, the nation divided, with one king in the north (Israel) and
one king in the south (Judah).

2 Kings begins with Ahaziah, king of Israel, sending messengers to enquire of
Baal-zebub.

Now Ahaziah... sent messengers, telling them, “Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether | shall
recover from this sickness.” (2 Kings 1:2)

Elijah the prophet tells him that, because he inquired of Baal-zebub, he would
not recover.

“Thus says the Lord, ‘Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron—is it
because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his word?—therefore you shall not come down from the bed to
which you have gone up, but you shall surely die.’” So he died according to the word of the Lord that Elijah
had spoken. Jehoram became king in his place... (1:2,16,17)

Elijah was taken up in a whirlwind, and Elisha succeeded him as chief prophet.

...Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal.... And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of
your spirit on me.” And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you,
it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And as they still went on and talked,
behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into
heaven.... And he saw him no more...he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him.... when the sons
of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him... they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came
to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. (2:1,9,13,15)

Elisha performs many miracles like those of Elijah, but gradually the kings grew
worse and worse.

Eventually, the northern kingdom of Israel and then later the southern kingdom
of Judah were both taken into exile.

...Hoshea the son of Elah began to reign in Samaria over Israel, and he reigned nine years. And he did what
was evil in the sight of the Lord... Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria.... the king of Assyria
invaded all the land and came to Samaria... In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured
Samaria, and he carried the Israelites away to Assyria... So Israel was exiled from their own land to Assyria



until this day... And the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim,
and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the people of Israel. And they took possession of Samaria
and lived in its cities.... So they feared the Lord but also served their own gods... So these nations feared
the Lord and also served their carved images. Their children did likewise, and their children's children—as
their fathers did, so they do to this day. (17:1,2,5-12,14-18,24,33,41)

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem.... And
he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord... At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up to Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city
while his servants were besieging it, and Jehoiachin the king of Judah gave himself up to the king of Babylon....
The king of Babylon took him prisoner in the eighth year of his reign and carried off all the treasures of the
house of the Lord and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold in the temple
of the Lord, which Solomon king of Israel had made... He carried away all Jerusalem and all the officials and
all the mighty men of valor, 10,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained, except the
poorest people of the land.... And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin's uncle, king in his
place, and changed his name to Zedekiah.... And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord.... And Zedekiah
rebelled against the king of Babylon.... Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came with all his army against
Jerusalem and laid siege to it.... Then they captured the king... and they passed sentence on him.... And he
burned the house of the Lord and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he
burned down. And... broke down the walls around Jerusalem. And the rest of the people who were left in the
city...[were] carried into exile... And the pillars of bronze that were in the house of the Lord, and the stands
and the bronze sea that were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans broke in pieces and carried the bronze
to Babylon....And they took away the pots and the shovels and the snuffers and the dishes for incense and all
the vessels of bronze used in the temple service, the fire pans also and the bowls.... So Judah was taken into
exile out of its land. (24:8-15,17,19,20; 25:1,3,6,7,9-11,13-15,21)

1. But His promises of redeeming grace give hope.

In Leviticus chapter 26, God promised to remember His covenant and to show
us grace when we repent, no matter how sinful we’ve been.

“...if they confess their iniquity...if... their uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their
iniquity, then | will remember my covenant.... when they are in the land of their enemies...forl am
the Lord their God..." | will for their sake remember the covenant....” (Lev. 26:40-45)

Jehoiachin king of Judah received grace from the king of Babylon and was freed
from prison.

And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the
twenty-seventh day of the month, Evil-merodach [Amel-Marduk, lit. “Servant of Marduk”, the son of
Nebuchadnezzar Il] king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, graciously freedJehoiachin king
of Judah from prison. v.27

God’s grace sets us free and lifts us up, clothes us in righteousness, brings us
into fellowship with Himself, and provides for all our needs.

[the king of Babylon] graciously freedJehoiachin king of Judah from prison. And he spoke kindly to him
and gave him a seat above the seats of the kings who were with him in Babylon. So Jehoiachin put off his



prison garments. And every day of his life he dined regularly at the king's table, and for his allowance, a
regular allowance was given him by the king, according to his daily needs, as long as he lived. v.27-30

And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth
day of the month, Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, graciously
freed Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison. And he spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat
above the seats of the kings who were with him in Babylon. So Jehoiachin put off his prison garments. And
every day of his life he dined regularly at the king's table, and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given
him by the king, according to his daily needs, until the day of his death, as long as he lived. (Jer. 52:31-34)

Christ our king is able to redeem us and bring us back into fellowship with the
Lord and with His people.

Christ our prophet is anointed with the Spirit without measure, and so He is able
to pour out His Spirit upon His people in abundance.

God’s promises of redeeming grace are fulfilled in us and for us through Jesus
Christ whose triumphal entrance into Jerusalem we celebrate.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
(Zech. 9:9)

...they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” (John 12:13)

the crowds that went before him... were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21:9)

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
(Luke 19:38)
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