Understanding the Message of 2 Chronicles:
How to Respond to God’s Judgment and Discipline
2 Chronicles 7:11-18 (p.460)
Intro

l. If you yourself, seek the Lord, and

In 1 Chronicles, is presented as a picture of the Messiah—the
true and Son of David who was to come.

1 Chronicles ends with David and Solomon becoming king; 2
Chronicles begins with Solomon’s and his building of the temple.

Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. The time that he reigned over Israel was forty years. He
reigned seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. Then he died at a good age, full of days,
riches, and honor. And Solomon his son reigned in his place.... (1 Chron. 29:26-28)

Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord and the king's house. All that Solomon had planned to do
in the house of the Lord and in his own house he successfully accomplished. Then the Lord appeared to
Solomon in the night and said to him: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as

a house of sacrifice. v.11,12

The Lord gives on how to respond to His judgment or
discipline: humble yourself, the Lord, and repent.

When | shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send
pestilence among my people, if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin
and heal their land. V.13,14

To humble yourself is to recognize your of God; to seek the Lord
is to pray and to listen to His Word; to repentis to from sin.

1. God will you through Jesus Christ.

God gives us a for how to respond to His judgment and
discipline, because He to bless us and live in fellowship with us.

Godis and must deal with sin, but He is also
and wants to bless us, so He has made provision for our forgiveness and
restoration.

When | shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send
pestilence among my people, if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin
and heal their land. v.13,14

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1John 1:9)



God makes to deal with our sin and with its consequences;
He is always to pardon and forgive.

Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. For now I have
chosen and consecrated this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be
there for all time. v.15,16

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love....
(Joel 2:13)

For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone... so turn, and live. (Ezekiel 18:32)

...the Lord your God is gracious and merciful and will not turn away his face from you, if you return to him.”
(2 Chronicles 30:9b)

Forgiveness is on faith and repentance; the promises of God have
to be understood in the of the covenant.

“But if you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my commandments... then | will pluck you up from my
land... (v.19,20)

In some ways God’s promises are unconditional, but in some ways they are
; God’s with David is both conditional and unconditional.

Return to me... and | will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. (Zechariah 1:3b)
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. (James 4:8)
turn back, that your sins may be blotted out... (Acts 3:19)

And as for you, if you will walk before me as David your father walked, doing according to all that | have
commanded you and keeping my statutes and my rules, then | will establish your royal throne, as |
covenanted with David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to rule Israel.’v. 17,18

In 2 Chronicles, David’s descendants to keep the covenant,
gradually getting worse and worse. but God His promise to David.

When the rule of Rehoboam was established and he was strong, he abandoned the law of the Lord, and all
Israel with him. (12:1)

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me

all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go up.”” (36:22,23)

God sent His Son Jesus to the Son of David to walk in all of God’s
ways, to a sacrificial death, and to rule over us forever.
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l. If you humble yourself, seek the Lord, and repent...

In 1 Chronicles, David is presented as a picture of the Messiah—the true king
and Son of David who was to come.

1 Chronicles ends with David dying and Solomon becoming king; 2 Chronicles
begins with Solomon’s reign and his building of the temple.

Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. The time that he reigned over Israel was forty years. He
reigned seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. Then he died at a good age, full of days,
riches, and honor. And Solomon his son reigned in his place.... (1 Chron. 29:26-28)

Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord and the king's house. All that Solomon had planned to do
in the house of the Lord and in his own house he successfully accomplished. Then the Lord appeared to
Solomon in the night and said to him: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as

a house of sacrifice. v.11,12

The Lord gives instructions on how to respond to His judgment or discipline:
humble yourself, seek the Lord, and repent.

When | shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send
pestilence among my people, if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin
and heal their land. V.13,14

To humble yourself is to recognize your need of God; to seek the Lord is to pray
and to listen to His Word; to repent is to turn from sin.

1. God will forgive you through Jesus Christ.

God gives us a blueprint for how to respond to His judgment and discipline,
because He wants to bless us and live in fellowship with us.

God is holy and must deal with sin, but He is also loving and wants to bless us,
so He has made provision for our forgiveness and restoration.

When | shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send
pestilence among my people, if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin
and heal their land. v.13,14

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1John 1:9)



God makes provision to deal with our sin and with its consequences; He is
always willing to pardon and forgive.
Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. For now I have

chosen and consecrated this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be
there for all time. v.15,16

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love....
(Joel 2:13)

For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone... so turn, and live. (Ezekiel 18:32)
...the Lord your God is gracious and merciful and will not turn away his face from you, if you return to him.”
(2 Chronicles 30:9b)

Forgiveness is contingent on faith and repentance; the promises of God have to
be understood in the context of the covenant.

“But if you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my commandments... then | will pluck you up from my
land... (v.19,20)

In some ways God’s promises are unconditional, but in some ways they are not;
God'’s covenant with David is both conditional and unconditional.

Return to me... and | will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. (Zechariah 1:3b)
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. (James 4:8)
turn back, that your sins may be blotted out... (Acts 3:19)

And as for you, if you will walk before me as David your father walked, doing according to all that | have
commanded you and keeping my statutes and my rules, then | will establish your royal throne, as |
covenanted with David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to rule Israel.’v. 17,18

In 2 Chronicles, David’s descendants fail to keep the covenant, gradually getting
worse and worse. but God keeps His promise to David.

When the rule of Rehoboam was established and he was strong, he abandoned the law of the Lord, and all
Israel with him. (12:1)

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me
all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go up.”” (36:22,23)

God sent His Son Jesus to be the Son of David to walk in all of God’s ways, to die
a sacrificial death, and to rule over us forever.
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