
Understanding the Message of Ezra: The Kingdom of God in the World Today 
Ezra 1:1-11 (p.492) 

Intro 
 

I. The Lord is building His ____________ in the _____________ of this world today.  
 
Genesis through Deuteronomy are called the Pentateuch, the Book of the 
________, or the Torah; Joshua through Esther are called the ___________ books; 
Job through Song of Solomon are the Poetic books, and Isaiah through Malachi 
are called the ____________ books. 

 
Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer… : “I am the Lord, who made all things… who says of Jerusalem, ‘She shall 

be inhabited,’ and of the cities of Judah, ‘They shall be built’… who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he 
shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall 
be laid.’” ….Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped….  For the sake of 

my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me….. I 
equip you, though you do not know me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, 

that there is none besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other.  
(Is. 44:24,26,28;45:1, 4-6) 

 
“For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you 

my promise and bring you back to this place. (Jer. 29:10) 
 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout 
all his kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, 
has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, 

which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is 

in Jerusalem.” v.1-3 
 

God stirred the heart of Cyrus to ______________ the temple and Jerusalem; God 
was building His kingdom in the midst of the kingdom of _______________. 

 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me 

all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Whoever is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go up.’” (2 Chron. 36:22,23) 

 
Originally the kingdom of Israel was ____________ from the kingdoms of the 
world; now God is building His kingdom in the ________ of the kingdoms of the 
world. 

 
 I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven….” (Mt. 16:18) 
 

“What is the kingdom of God like?... It is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, 
and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.” (Luke 13:18,19) 

 



 
II. Therefore, we need to ________ up and ____________.  

 
 
__________ of us need to rise up and work __________ to build the kingdom of 
God; the public worship of God is always at the ___________ of His kingdom. 
 

“Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord….  And let each survivor, in whatever place he 

sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides 
freewill oPerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.” Then rose up the heads of the fathers' 

houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to 
go up to rebuild the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem. And all who were about them aided them with 

vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, with beasts, and with costly wares, besides all that was freely 
oPered. Cyrus the king also brought out the vessels of the house of the Lord that Nebuchadnezzar had 

carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods. Cyrus king of Persia brought these out 
in the charge of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of 

Judah. And this was the number of them: 30 basins of gold, 1,000 basins of silver, 29 censers, 30 bowls 
of gold, 410 bowls of silver, and 1,000 other vessels; all the vessels of gold and of silver were 5,400. All 
these did Sheshbazzar bring up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem. v.3-11 

 
In the world there will sometimes be _________________ to the building of God’s 
kingdom, including ______________ and accusations. 

 
….the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build… they wrote an 

accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. (4:4,6) 
 
God’s kingdom is not primarily ______________, but political means can be used 
to _______________ the growth of God’s kingdom, just as they can be used to 
further it. 

 
“My kingdom is not of this world…” (Jn. 18:36) 

 
In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam and Mithredath and Tabeel and the rest of their associates wrote to 

Artaxerxes king of Persia….  be it known to the king that the Jews who came up from you to us have gone to 
Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city…. if this city is rebuilt and the walls finished, 

they will not pay tribute, custom, or toll, and the royal revenue will be impaired…. The king sent an 
answer:.…make a decree that these men be made to cease, and that this city be not rebuilt, until a decree is 

made by me….” Then… they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem and by force and power made them 
cease.  Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem stopped… (4:7,11-13,17-21,23) 

 
We must not let the world ____________ us, but we must _______________ in our 
kingdom endeavors regardless of our personal or political situation. 

 
Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah… prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the 
name of the God of Israel who was over them. Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of 

Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and the prophets of God were with 
them, supporting them. (5:1,2) 

 
“Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house… 

(Haggai 1:8)  



 
 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Let your hands be strong… that the temple might be built. (Zechariah 8:9) 

 
The preaching and teaching of the Word of God must be ______________ to the 
building of the kingdom. 

 
the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the 

son of Iddo… and this house was finished…. (6:14,15) 
 

… Ezra went up from Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses….  For Ezra had set his heart to 
study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.  (7:1,6,10) 

 
The kingdom of God must be our ___________; we must seek first __________ 
kingdom and not our own. 

 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy 

he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. (Mt. 13:44) 
 

“Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now, therefore, 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. (Haggai 1:4,5) 

 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth… but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…. You cannot 

serve God and money….  do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness…. (Mt. 6:19,20,24,31,33) 

 
We have to find ___________ ways that we can serve together and then 
__________ the Lord to use our gifts and to build His kingdom. 

 
Having gifts that diher... let us use them… (Rom. 12:6)  

 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above… (James 1:17) 

 
Now there are varieties of gifts…. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

 (1 Cor. 12:4,7) 
 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another… (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

Do not neglect the gift you have… (1 Tim. 4:14) 
 

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. (1 Cor. 3:6) 
 

 I will build my church… (Mt. 16:18) 
 

the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus… Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses…everyone whose 
spirit God had stirred to go up (v.1,5) 

 
“The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the 

lands…  As soon as I heard this, I tore my garment and my cloak and pulled hair from my head and beard 
and sat appalled. (Ezra 9:1,3) 
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I. The Lord is building His kingdom in the midst of this world today. v.1-3 
 
Genesis through Deuteronomy are called the Pentateuch, the Book of the Law, 
or the Torah; Joshua through Esther are called the Historical books; Job through 
Song of Solomon are the Poetic books, and Isaiah through Malachi are called the 
Prophetic books. 

 
Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer… : “I am the Lord, who made all things… who says of Jerusalem, ‘She shall 

be inhabited,’ and of the cities of Judah, ‘They shall be built’… who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he 
shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall 
be laid.’” ….Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped….  For the sake of 

my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me….. I 
equip you, though you do not know me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, 

that there is none besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other.  
(Is. 44:24,26,28;45:1, 4-6) 

 
“For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you 

my promise and bring you back to this place. (Jer. 29:10) 
 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout 
all his kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, 
has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, 

which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is 

in Jerusalem.” v.1-3 
 

God stirred the heart of Cyrus to rebuild the temple and Jerusalem; God was 
building His kingdom in the midst of the kingdom of Persia. 

 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me 

all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Whoever is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go up.’” (2 Chron. 36:22,23) 

 
Originally the kingdom of Israel was separate from the kingdoms of the world; 
now God is building His kingdom in the midst of the kingdoms of the world. 

 
 I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven….” (Mt. 16:18) 
 

“What is the kingdom of God like?... It is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, 
and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.” (Luke 13:18,19) 

 
 



II. Therefore, we need to rise up and build. v. 3-11 
 
 
All of us need to rise up and work together to build the kingdom of God; the 
public worship of God is always at the center of His kingdom. 
 

“Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord….  And let each survivor, in whatever place he 

sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides 
freewill oPerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.” Then rose up the heads of the fathers' 

houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to 
go up to rebuild the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem. And all who were about them aided them with 

vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, with beasts, and with costly wares, besides all that was freely 
oPered. Cyrus the king also brought out the vessels of the house of the Lord that Nebuchadnezzar had 

carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods. Cyrus king of Persia brought these out 
in the charge of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of 

Judah. And this was the number of them: 30 basins of gold, 1,000 basins of silver, 29 censers, 30 bowls 
of gold, 410 bowls of silver, and 1,000 other vessels; all the vessels of gold and of silver were 5,400. All 
these did Sheshbazzar bring up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem. v.3-11 

 
In the world there will sometimes be opposition to the building of God’s 
kingdom, including threats and accusations. 

 
….the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build… they wrote an 

accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. (4:4,6) 
 
God’s kingdom is not primarily political, but political means can be used to 
hinder the growth of God’s kingdom, just as they can be used to further it. 

 
“My kingdom is not of this world…” (Jn. 18:36) 

 
In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam and Mithredath and Tabeel and the rest of their associates wrote to 

Artaxerxes king of Persia….  be it known to the king that the Jews who came up from you to us have gone to 
Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city…. if this city is rebuilt and the walls finished, 

they will not pay tribute, custom, or toll, and the royal revenue will be impaired…. The king sent an 
answer:.…make a decree that these men be made to cease, and that this city be not rebuilt, until a decree is 

made by me….” Then… they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem and by force and power made them 
cease.  Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem stopped… (4:7,11-13,17-21,23) 

 
We must not let the world discourage us, but we must persevere in our kingdom 
endeavors regardless of our personal or political situation. 

 
Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah… prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the 
name of the God of Israel who was over them. Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of 

Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and the prophets of God were with 
them, supporting them. (5:1,2) 

 
“Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house… 

(Haggai 1:8)  
 

 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Let your hands be strong… that the temple might be built. (Zechariah 8:9) 



 
The preaching and teaching of the Word of God must be central to the building of 
the kingdom. 

 
the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the 

son of Iddo… and this house was finished…. (6:14,15) 
 

… Ezra went up from Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses….  For Ezra had set his heart to 
study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.  (7:1,6,10) 

 
The kingdom of God must be our priority; we must seek first God’s kingdom and 
not our own. 

 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy 

he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. (Mt. 13:44) 
 

“Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now, therefore, 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. (Haggai 1:4,5) 

 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth… but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…. You cannot 

serve God and money….  do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness…. (Mt. 6:19,20,24,31,33) 

 
We have to find creative ways that we can serve together and then trust the Lord 
to use our gifts and to build His kingdom. 

 
Having gifts that diher... let us use them… (Rom. 12:6)  

 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above… (James 1:17) 

 
Now there are varieties of gifts…. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

 (1 Cor. 12:4,7) 
 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another… (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

Do not neglect the gift you have… (1 Tim. 4:14) 
 

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. (1 Cor. 3:6) 
 

 I will build my church… (Mt. 16:18) 
 

the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus… Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses…everyone whose 
spirit God had stirred to go up (v.1,5) 

 
“The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the 

lands…  As soon as I heard this, I tore my garment and my cloak and pulled hair from my head and beard 
and sat appalled. (Ezra 9:1,3) 
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