Understanding the Message of Nehemiah: Overcome Evil with Good
Nehemiah 5:1-13 (p. 507)

Intro

l. As the people of God, sometimes we can be our own worst

The Book of Nehemiah begins with the that Jerusalem s in trouble,

so Nehemiah and prays.

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as | was in Susa the citadel, that Hanani, one
of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And | asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who
had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province
who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates
are destroyed by fire.” As soon as | heard these words | sat down and wept and mourned for days, and |
continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. (1:1-4)

to the

As cupbearer to the king, Nehemiah receives
walls of the city.
from the world, but he

Nehemiah immediately faces
God’s people to build.

...when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard this, it displeased them greatly that
someone had come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel.... Then | said to [the people of Jerusalem], “You
see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us build the wall of

Jerusalem (2:10,17)

Nehemiah and the people in spite of the opposition, from without

and from

...when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they jeered
at us and despised us and said, “What is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the
king?” Then I replied to them, “The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and
build....” Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he
jeered at the Jews. And he said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are these
feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will
they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at that?” Tobiah the Ammonite was
beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he will break down their stone
wall...!” So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind
to work.... In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who bear the burdens is failing. There is too much
rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.” And our enemies said, “They will not know or see
till we come among them and kill them and stop the work.” .... From that day on, half of my servants worked
on construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. (2:19,20; 4:1-3,6,10,11,16)

...we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within. (2 Cor. 7:5)



Now there arose a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish brothers. For there
were those who said, “With our sons and our daughters, we are many. So let us get grain, that we may
eat and keep alive.” There were also those who said, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and
our houses to get grain because of the famine.” And there were those who said, “We have borrowed
money for the king's tax on our fields and our vineyards. Now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our
children are as their children. Yet we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of
our daughters have already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it, for other men have our
fields and our vineyards.” v.1-5

1. We must work to build the kingdom of God and to
evil with good.

I was very angry when | heard their outcry and these words. | took counsel with myself, and | brought
charges against the nobles and the officials. | said to them, “You are exacting interest, each from his

brother.”v. 6,7

Be angry and do not sin... (Eph. 4:26)

Sometimes is necessary, to ensure that we are all working
together for the

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. (Matthew 18:15-17)

We must with one another and lead by ; either we are
part of God’s kingdom, or we are not.

And | held a great assembly against them and said to them, “We, as far as we are able, have bought back
our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even sell your brothers that they may be
sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a word to say. So Il said, “The thing that you are doing is
not good. Ought you not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the nations our
enemies? Moreover, | and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us
abandon this exacting of interest. Return to them this very day their fields, their vineyards, their olive
orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been
exacting from them.” Then they said, “We will restore these and require nothing from them. We will do
as you say.” And | called the priests and made them swear to do as they had promised. | also shook out
the fold of my garment and said, “So may God shake out every man from his house and from his labor
who does not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said
“Amen” and praised the Lord. And the people did as they had promised. v.7-13

if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. (Gal. 6:1)

walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
(Eph. 4:1-3)



In the following chapters, the process of building and continues;
we always have to let God’s Word us and correct us.

So the wall was finished (6:15)

Then my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles and the officials and the people to be enrolled by
genealogy.... The whole assembly together was 42,360.... And all the people gathered as one man into the
square.... And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded

Israel. So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly... And he read from it.... from early morning

until midday.... the Levites helped the people to understand the Law.... They read from the book, from the

Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.... On the second day
the heads of fathers' houses of all the people, with the priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the
scribe in order to study the words of the Law. (7:5,66,8:1-3,8,13)

We need to confess our sins together and ourselves together
to the Lord; we need to dedicate ourselves to the Lord.

Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were assembled with fasting and in
sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and
stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.... “Because of all this we make a firm
covenant in writing.... And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem.... they offered great sacrifices that day
and rejoiced.... (9:1,2,38,10:27,43)

The joy of the Lord is our ; we rejoice in the of God
to usin Jesus Christ.

do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” (Neh. 8:10)

Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good. (Rom. 12:21)
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Understanding the Message of Nehemiah: Overcome Evil with Good

Nehemiah 5:1-13 (p. 507)
Intro

l. As the people of God, sometimes we can be our own worst enemies.

The Book of Nehemiah begins with the realization that Jerusalem is in trouble, so
Nehemiah fasts and prays.

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as | was in Susa the citadel, that Hanani, one
of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And | asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who
had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province
who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates
are destroyed by fire.” As soon as | heard these words | sat down and wept and mourned for days, and |
continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. (1:1-4)

As cupbearer to the king, Nehemiah receives authority to rebuild the walls of the
city.

Nehemiah immediately faces resistance from the world, but he encourages
God'’s people to build.

...when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard this, it displeased them greatly that
someone had come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel.... Then | said to [the people of Jerusalem], “You
see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us build the wall of
Jerusalem (2:10,17)

Nehemiah and the people persevered in spite of the opposition, from without
and from within.

...when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they jeered
at us and despised us and said, “What is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the
king?” Then I replied to them, “The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and
build....” Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he
jeered at the Jews. And he said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are these
feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will
they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at that?” Tobiah the Ammonite was
beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he will break down their stone
wall...!” So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind
to work.... In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who bear the burdens is failing. There is too much
rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.” And our enemies said, “They will not know or see
till we come among them and kill them and stop the work.” .... From that day on, half of my servants worked
on construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. (2:19,20; 4:1-3,6,10,11,16)

...we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within. (2 Cor. 7:5)

Now there arose a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish brothers. For there
were those who said, “With our sons and our daughters, we are many. So let us get grain, that we may



eat and keep alive.” There were also those who said, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and
our houses to get grain because of the famine.” And there were those who said, “We have borrowed
money for the king's tax on our fields and our vineyards. Now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our
children are as their children. Yet we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of
our daughters have already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it, for other men have our
fields and our vineyards.” v.1-5

1. We must work together to build the kingdom of God and to overcome evil
with good.

I was very angry when | heard their outcry and these words. | took counsel with myself, and | brought
charges against the nobles and the officials. | said to them, “You are exacting interest, each from his
brother.”v. 6,7

Be angry and do not sin... (Eph. 4:26)

Sometimes discipline is necessary, to ensure that we are all working together for
the kingdom.

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. (Matthew 18:15-17)

We must reason with one another and lead by example; either we are part of
God’s kingdom, or we are not.

And | held a great assembly against them and said to them, “We, as far as we are able, have bought back
our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even sell your brothers that they may be
sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a word to say. So Il said, “The thing that you are doing is
not good. Ought you not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the nations our
enemies? Moreover, | and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us
abandon this exacting of interest. Return to them this very day their fields, their vineyards, their olive
orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been
exacting from them.” Then they said, “We will restore these and require nothing from them. We will do
as you say.” And | called the priests and made them swear to do as they had promised. | also shook out
the fold of my garment and said, “So may God shake out every man from his house and from his labor
who does not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said
“Amen” and praised the Lord. And the people did as they had promised. v.7-13

if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. (Gal. 6:1)

walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
(Eph. 4:1-3)

In the following chapters, the process of building and reformation continues; we
always have to let God’s Word inform us and correct us.



So the wall was finished (6:15)

Then my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles and the officials and the people to be enrolled by
genealogy.... The whole assembly together was 42,360.... And all the people gathered as one man into the
square.... And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded

Israel. So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly... And he read from it.... from early morning

until midday.... the Levites helped the people to understand the Law.... They read from the book, from the

Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.... On the second day
the heads of fathers' houses of all the people, with the priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the
scribe in order to study the words of the Law. (7:5,66,8:1-3,8,13)

We need to confess our sins together and recommit ourselves together to the
Lord; we need to willingly dedicate ourselves to the Lord.

Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were assembled with fasting and in
sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and
stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.... “Because of all this we make a firm
covenant in writing.... And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem.... they offered great sacrifices that day
and rejoiced.... (9:1,2,38,10:27,43)

The joy of the Lord is our strength; we rejoice in the grace of God to us in Jesus
Christ.

do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” (Neh. 8:10)

Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good. (Rom. 12:21)
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