
Understanding the Message of Esther: Trust and Obey 
Esther 4:12-17 (p. 523) 

 
The message of the book of _________________ is that the God of creation and of the Bible is 
worthy of our faith and our worship.  

 
The message of Exodus is that the Lord meets His people where we are and gloriously 
delivers us, but we must follow Him.  
 
The message of ________________ is that God is holy and calls us to be holy: As the people 
of a holy God, the Lord will bless our faithfulness and discipline our disobedience, but He 
will never forsake us.  
 
In the Book of Numbers, we see that God’s people journey through the wilderness of this 
life, getting ever closer to the Promised land.  

 
In the Book of _________________, the Lord Promises to raise up another prophet like Moses 
who would intercede for us. 
 
In the Book of Joshua, we are encouraged to be brave and strong to do all that God has 
commanded us and to be careful to love the Lord our God.  

 
In the Book of __________________ we learn that we need a king who will lead us in doing 
what is right.   

 
In the Book of Ruth, we see that even the hearts of God’s people are prone to wander; we 
are encouraged to return to the Lord, and He will redeem us.  
 
The message of ________________ is that, while we look at the outside, God looks at the 
heart; therefore, we need a king anointed by God’s Spirit. 
 
2 Samuel tells us that God made a special covenant with David and his descendants to 
rule over the people of Israel forever. 
 
______________ reminds us that the Lord always keeps His promises, and He hears the 
prayers of His people. 
 
2 Kings reminds us that the Lord disciplines His people, but His promises of redeeming 
grace give hope. 
 
_____________________ shows us how Jesus Christ our godly king, now risen from the dead, 
leads us in joyful worship. 
 
In 2 Chronicles we learn that, if you humble yourself, seek the Lord, and repent, God will 
forgive you through Jesus Christ. 
 



In the Book of ______________ we learn that the Lord is building His kingdom right now, in 
the midst of this world today; therefore we need to rise up and build. 
 
In the Book of Nehemiah we saw that sometimes we can be our own worst enemies; we 
must learn to work together to build God’s kingdom and to overcome evil with good. 
 
 

I. The ___________ is fallen and broken, but __________ is building His kingdom… 
 
 
In Esther chapter one, the King of Persia is displeased with his ___________, and 
so ___________ is chosen to be his queen instead. 
 
Like Esther, we often find ourselves in situations where there is no ___________ 
good guy or bad guy, and there’s no clear ___________ or wrong. 
 
We need _________________ to navigate situations over which we have no 
control; we have to focus on biblical _____________ for our own life. 

 
Esther had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther obeyed 

Mordecai just as when she was brought up by him…. In those days, as Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate… 
two of the king's [guards at the gate]… became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 And this 
came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of 
Mordecai. When the aEair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows. 

And it was recorded in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.   (2:20-23) 
 
Mordecai showed ______________ for the lawful authority but _____________ to 
bow down to Haman the Agagite. 

 
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. 

(3:6) 
 
Haman gets ________________ to have all the Jewish people in the Persian 
kingdom wiped out on a certain ____________. 
 

 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, 
and went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2 He went up to the entrance 

of the king's gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth…. 
When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent 
garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take oE his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then…. 

[one of her attendants]… went out to Mordecai… and Mordecai told him all that had happened… Mordecai 
also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther 

and explain it to her and command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her 
people…. Then Esther… commanded him to go to Mordecai and say,  “…if any man or woman goes to the king 
inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to whom 

the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live.” (4:1-11) 
 
 
 



And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think 
to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if you keep 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your 

father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” v.12-14 

 
 

II. Therefore we must ____________ and obey. 
 
 
We must trust that God is _____________ even over a world that is unjust and 
_______________ that sometimes doesn’t seem to make any sense. 
 
We have to trust God’s mysterious ________________, even though we 
_____________ know what’s going to happen. 

 
Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast 
on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as 

you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” v.15,16  
 
We have to learn to act in faith, even during times of _________________; Esther 
goes before the king, and her life is __________________. 

 
Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. v.17 

 
 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us 

from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve 
your gods….” (Daniel 3:17,18) 

 
Meanwhile, while Haman is planning to have Mordecai ______________, the king 
is reminded of what ________________ had done for him. 
 

On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds… and they 
were read before the king. And it was found written how Mordecai had told about… two of the king's [guards]… 

who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. And the king said, “What honor or distinction has been 
bestowed on Mordecai for this?” (6:1-3) 

 
Then [Haman’s] wise men and his wife… said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of 

the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but will surely fall before him.” (6:13) 
 
Eventually, those who are opposed to God’s kingdom will ____________, while 
those who _______________ the kingdom will be exalted. 

  
So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther…. as they were drinking wine after the feast, the 
king again said to Esther, “What is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you…. Even to the half of my 

kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it 
please the king, let my life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my request. For we have been sold, I 
and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated…. Then King Ahasuerus said… “Who… has 

dared to do this?” And Esther said, “A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!” ….Then [one of the servants]… 
said, “Moreover, the gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king….” And the 



king said, “Hang [Haman] on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. (7:1-10) 

 
 ….the king took oE his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set 
Mordecai over the house of Haman…. the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend 

their lives… Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a 
great golden crown and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. The Jews 

had light and gladness and joy and honor. And in every province and in every city, wherever the king's 
command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And 
many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them. 

(8:2,11,15-17) 
 
Mordecai the Jew was second in rank to King Ahasuerus, and he was great among the Jews and popular with 
the multitude of his brothers, for he sought the welfare of his people and spoke peace to all his people. (10:3) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Understanding the Message of Esther: Trust and Obey 
Esther 4:12-17 (p. 523) 

 
The message of the book of Genesis is that the God of creation and of the Bible is worthy of 
our faith and our worship.  

 
The message of Exodus is that the Lord meets His people where we are and gloriously 
delivers us, but we must follow Him.  
 
The message of Leviticus is that God is holy and calls us to be holy: As the people of a holy 
God, the Lord will bless our faithfulness and discipline our disobedience, but He will never 
forsake us.  
 
In the Book of Numbers, we see that God’s people journey through the wilderness of this 
life, getting ever closer to the Promised land.  

 
In the Book of Deuteronomy, the Lord Promises to raise up another prophet like Moses who 
would intercede for us. 
 
In the Book of Joshua, we are encouraged to be brave and strong to do all that God has 
commanded us and to be careful to love the Lord our God.  

 
In the Book of Judges we learn that we need a king who will lead us in doing what is right.   

 
In the Book of Ruth, we see that even the hearts of God’s people are prone to wander; we 
are encouraged to return to the Lord, and He will redeem us.  
 
The message of 1 Samuel is that, while we look at the outside, God looks at the heart; 
therefore, we need a king anointed by God’s Spirit. 
 
2 Samuel tells us that God made a special covenant with David and his descendants to 
rule over the people of Israel forever. 
 
1 Kings reminds us that the Lord always keeps His promises, and He hears the prayers of 
His people. 
 
2 Kings reminds us that the Lord disciplines His people, but His promises of redeeming 
grace give hope. 
 
1 Chronicles shows us how Jesus Christ our godly king, now risen from the dead, leads us 
in joyful worship. 
 
In 2 Chronicles we learn that, if you humble yourself, seek the Lord, and repent, God will 
forgive you through Jesus Christ. 
 



In the Book of Ezra we learn that the Lord is building His kingdom right now, in the midst of 
this world today; therefore we need to rise up and build. 
 
In the Book of Nehemiah we saw that sometimes we can be our own worst enemies; we 
must learn to work together to build God’s kingdom and to overcome evil with good. 
 
 

I. The world is fallen and broken, but God is building His kingdom… 
 
 
In Esther chapter one, the King of Persia is displeased with his wife, and so 
Esther is chosen to be his queen instead. 
 
Like Esther, we often find ourselves in situations where there is no clear good guy 
or bad guy, and there’s no clear right or wrong. 
 
We need wisdom to navigate situations over which we have no control; we have 
to focus on biblical principles for our own life. 

 
Esther had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther obeyed 

Mordecai just as when she was brought up by him…. In those days, as Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate… 
two of the king's [guards at the gate]… became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 And this 
came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of 
Mordecai. When the aEair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows. 

And it was recorded in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.   (2:20-23) 
 
Mordecai showed respect for the lawful authority but refused to bow down to 
Haman the Agagite. 

 
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. 

(3:6) 
 
Haman gets permission to have all the Jewish people in the Persian kingdom 
wiped out on a certain date. 
 

 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, 
and went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2 He went up to the entrance 

of the king's gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth…. 
When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent 
garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take oE his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then…. 

[one of her attendants]… went out to Mordecai… and Mordecai told him all that had happened… Mordecai 
also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther 

and explain it to her and command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her 
people…. Then Esther… commanded him to go to Mordecai and say,  “…if any man or woman goes to the king 
inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to whom 

the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live.” (4:1-11) 
 
 
 



And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think 
to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if you keep 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your 

father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” v.12-14 

 
 

II. Therefore we must trust and obey. 
 
 
We must trust that God is sovereign even over a world that is unjust and unfair 
that sometimes doesn’t seem to make any sense. 
 
We have to trust God’s mysterious providence, even though we don’t know 
what’s going to happen. 

 
Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast 
on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as 

you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” v.15,16  
 
We have to learn to act in faith, even during times of uncertainty; Esther goes 
before the king, and her life is spared. 

 
Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. v.17 

 
 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us 

from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve 
your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” (Daniel 3:17,18) 

 
Meanwhile, while Haman is planning to have Mordecai hanged, the king is 
reminded of what Mordecai had done for him. 
 

On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds… and they 
were read before the king. And it was found written how Mordecai had told about… two of the king's [guards]… 

who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. And the king said, “What honor or distinction has been 
bestowed on Mordecai for this?” (6:1-3) 

 
Then [Haman’s] wise men and his wife… said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of 

the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but will surely fall before him.” (6:13) 
 
Eventually, those who are opposed to God’s kingdom will fall, while those who 
seek the kingdom will be exalted. 

  
So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther…. as they were drinking wine after the feast, the 
king again said to Esther, “What is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you…. Even to the half of my 

kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it 
please the king, let my life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my request. For we have been sold, I 
and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated…. Then King Ahasuerus said… “Who… has 

dared to do this?” And Esther said, “A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!” ….Then [one of the servants]… 
said, “Moreover, the gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king….” And the 



king said, “Hang [Haman] on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. (7:1-10) 

 
 ….the king took oE his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set 
Mordecai over the house of Haman….the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend 

their lives… Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a 
great golden crown[b] and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. 16 The Jews 

had light and gladness and joy and honor. 17 And in every province and in every city, wherever the king's 
command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And 
many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them. 

(8:2,11,15,17) 
 
Mordecai the Jew was second in rank to King Ahasuerus, and he was great among the Jews and popular with 
the multitude of his brothers, for he sought the welfare of his people and spoke peace to all his people. (10:3) 
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