Understanding the Message of Job
Job 19:25-27 (p. 544)

Intro
Genesis-Deuteronomy are sometimes called the Pentateuch, the Book of the , the
Torah, or the Books of Moses; Joshua-Esther together constitute the books.
The Book of Job begins a new section called the books or the wisdom
literature; Job-Song of Solomon provide wisdom in a more or poetic form.
“The unknown author was probably an Israelite writing sometime between 1500 and 500 BC.”
—Intro to the Book of Job, ESV pew Bible
l. Suffering tests our

The Book of Job begins with the Accuser being allowed to test
Job, even though Job was a very man.

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one
who feared God and turned away from evil.... Job would send and consecrate [his grown children], and he
would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It
may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually. (1:1,5)

The Book of Job does not give us simplistic to explain away evil,
but instead sits with us in our suffering.

If one member suffers, all suffer together.... (1 Cor. 12:26)
...weep with those who weep. (Rom. 12:15)

Since...[we] share in flesh and blood, [Christ] himself likewise partook of the same things...Jesus offered up
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears (Heb. 2:14,5:7)

He is despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.... (Is. 53:3)

So Satan... struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. (2:7)

Job’s three friends him in his suffering, but when Job begins
to question and complain, they begin to

His friends insist that there must be a and evident reason for his
suffering; as Job grieves, his friends tell him to

The three friends are unwittingly serving the purposes of , of
whom they all seem to be

Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? (12:9)



Job continues to in God, even as his faith under
the physical, mental, and emotional strain.

Though he slay me, | will hope in him (13:15)
where then is my hope? (Job 17:15)
For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. v.25

As a believer, Job knows that the Lord and that He will come to
him (or save him) and make things right.

“He [God] has put my brothers far from me, and those who knew me are wholly estranged from me. My
relatives have failed me, my close friends have forgotten me. (19:13,14)

Even though Job is despairing of life, he is confident that one day in his
he will see the Lord in

And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh | shall see God, whom | shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another. v.26

As the cloud fades and vanishes, so he who goes down to Sheol does not come up (7:9)

leave me alone, that | may find a little cheer before | go—and | shall not return— to the land of darkness
and deep shadow (10:21)

...aman dies and is laid low; man breathes his last, and where is he? As waters fail from a lake
and a river wastes away and dries up, so a man lies down and rises not again,; till the heavens are no more
he will not awake or be roused out of his sleep. (14:10-12)

1. And (even as) it exposes our lack of
Suffering our creaturely limitations; Job and his friends simply
cannot why his suffering is being allowed to happen.

My heart faints within me! v.27

The Book of Job does not present us with a theodicy—an attempt to
the problem of evil; instead, it presents us with a picture of

...he is not ashamed to call [us] brothers... (Heb. 2:11)

After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite: “My anger burns against
you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. Now
therefore take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and offer up a burnt offering for
yourselves. And my servant Job shall pray for you, for | will accept his prayer not to deal with you according to
your folly. For you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” ....And the Lord restored the
fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends. (Job 42:7-10)
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The Book of Job begins a new section called the poetic books or the wisdom literature; Job-
Song of Solomon provide wisdom in a more literary or poetic form.

“The unknown author was probably an Israelite writing sometime between 1500 and 500 BC.”
—Intro to the Book of Job, ESV pew Bible

l. Suffering tests our faith...

The Book of Job begins with Satan the Accuser being allowed to test Job, even
though Job was a very righteous man.

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one
who feared God and turned away from evil.... Job would send and consecrate [his grown children], and he

would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It
may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually. (1:1,5)

The Book of Job does not give us simplistic answers to explain away evil, but
instead Jesus sits with us in our suffering.

If one member suffers, all suffer together.... (1 Cor. 12:26)
...weep with those who weep. (Rom. 12:15)

Since...[we] share in flesh and blood, [Christ] himself likewise partook of the same things...Jesus offered up
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears (Heb. 2:14,5:7)

He is despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.... (Is. 53:3)

So Satan... struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. (2:7)

Job’s three friends visit him in his suffering, but when Job begins to question and
complain, they begin to criticize.

His friends insist that there must be a clear and evident reason for his suffering;
as Job grieves, his friends tell him to repent.

The three friends are unwittingly serving the purposes of Satan, of whom they all
seem to be unaware.

Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? (12:9)



Job continues to hope in God, even as his faith falters under the physical,
mental, and emotional strain.

Though he slay me, | will hope in him (13:15)

where then is my hope? (Job 17:15)
For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. v.25

As a believer, Job knows that the Lord exists and that He will come to redeem
him (or save him) and make things right.

“He [God] has put my brothers far from me, and those who knew me are wholly estranged from me. My
relatives have failed me, my close friends have forgotten me. (19:13,14)

Even though Job is despairing of life, he is confident that one day in his body he
will see the Lord in person.

And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh | shall see God, whom | shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another. v.26

As the cloud fades and vanishes, so he who goes down to Sheol does not come up (7:9)

leave me alone, that | may find a little cheer before | go—and | shall not return— to the land of darkness
and deep shadow (10:21)

...aman dies and is laid low; man breathes his last, and where is he? As waters fail from a lake
and a river wastes away and dries up, so a man lies down and rises not again,; till the heavens are no more
he will not awake or be roused out of his sleep. (14:10-12)

1. And (even as) it exposes our lack of understanding.

Suffering exposes our creaturely limitations; Job and his friends simply cannot
comprehend why his suffering is being allowed to happen.

My heart faints within me! v.27

The Book of Job does not present us with a theodicy—an attempt to explain the
problem of evil; instead, it presents us with a picture of Jesus.

...he is not ashamed to call [us] brothers... (Heb. 2:11)

After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite: “My anger burns against
you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. Now
therefore take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and offer up a burnt offering for
yourselves. And my servant Job shall pray for you, for | will accept his prayer not to deal with you according to
your folly. For you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” ....And the Lord restored the
fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends. (Job 42:7-10)
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