Understanding the Book of Nahum
Nahum 1:15 (p.994)
Intro

The Bible is a book that consists of 66 smaller books, over the course of which
God plays the keys and hits all the notes.

One evidence of the Bible’s origin is that it covers all the major truths from all
different perspectives, regardless of our cultural

The Book of Nahum carries a message of sweet relief for people, butit’s a
message that many of us in the world find difficult to swallow.

l. God’s judgment on
An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum of Elkosh. (1:1)

The Book of Nahum is a book of on Nineveh following Assyria’s
conquest and deportation of Israel.

He [the King of Assyria] has come to Aiath; he has passed through Migron; at Michmash he stores his
baggage; they have crossed over the pass; at Geba they lodge for the night; Ramah trembles; Gibeah of Saul
has fled. Cry aloud, O daughter of Gallim! Give attention, O Laishah! O poor Anathoth! Madmenah is in
flight; the inhabitants of Gebim flee for safety. (Isaiah 10:24-32)

...the king of Assyria invaded all the land and came to Samaria, and for three years he besieged it.... the king
of Assyria captured Samaria, and he carried the Israelites away to Assyria.... (2 Kings 17:5,6)

The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord is avenging and wrathful; the Lord takes vengeance on his
adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies. (1:2)

We struggle with the concept of God’s and vengeance in part
because we are influenced by the New Testament’s teaching.

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife,
jealousy... (Gal. 5:19)

For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh...? (1 Cor. 3:3)
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. (James 3:16)
Beloved, never avenge yourselves... (Rom. 12:19)
See that no one repays anyone evil for evil... (1 Thess. 5:15)
Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy? (Prov. 27:4)

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge... (Lev. 19:18)



We fear the possibility of a double-standard or that God isn’t because
we cannot conceive of a God so much better than us.

Jealousy and vengeance are not inherently —just like anger is not
inherently bad--but we’re not qualified to handle it.

The Lord’s jealousy and anger are always and appropriate; itisa
good jealousy and a anger.

The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and the Lord will by no means clear the guilty. His way is in
whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; he dries up
all the rivers... The mountains quake before him; the hills melt; the earth heaves before him, the world and all

who dwell in it. Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the heat of his anger? His wrath is
poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken into pieces by him. The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of
trouble; he knows those who take refuge in him. (1:3-7)

Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace!v.15

God’s judgment on evil is actually news for those who have been
unjustly oppressed.

1. Actually means for God’s people.

Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace! Keep your
feasts, O Judabhs; fulfill your vows, for never again shall the worthless pass through you; he is utterly cut
off. v.15

God’s judgment on the nation of Assyria meant that the people of Judah could
continue to the Lord.

Behold, | am against you, declares the Lord of hosts, and | will burn your chariots in smoke, and the sword
shall devour your young lions. | will cut off your prey from the earth, and the voice of your messengers shall no
longer be heard. (2:13)

God’s judgment on evil is to protect and to preserve the innocent
and is with His just and righteous nature.

Allwho hear the news about you clap their hands over you. For upon whom has not come your unceasing
evil? (3:19)

The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and the Lord will by no means clear the guilty. (1:3)

Moses said, “Please show me your glory....” The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord,
a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the
guilty...(Ex.33:18;4:6,7)



God forgives sin but will not it; Christ was punished, so that your
sins could be for and you could be forgiven—take shelter in Him!

...Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood.... so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Rom. 3:24-26)

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who take refuge in him. (1:7)

God’s judgment on Christ means good news for you; God’s judgment on Christ
means for you!

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who
brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” (Is. 52:7)

...If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.... As itis written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good
news!” (Rom. 10:9,15)



Understanding the Book of Nahum
Nahum 1:15 (p.994)
Intro

The Bible is a big book that consists of 66 smaller books, over the course of which God
plays all the keys and hits all the notes.

One evidence of the Bible’s divine origin is that it covers all the major truths from all
different perspectives, regardless of our cultural preferences.

The Book of Nahum carries a message of sweet relief for persecuted people, butit’s a
message that many of us in the free world find difficult to swallow.

l. God’s judgment on evil...
An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum of Elkosh. (1:1)

The Book of Nahum is a book of judgment on Nineveh following Assyria’s
conquest and deportation of Israel.

He [the King of Assyria] has come to Aiath; he has passed through Migron; at Michmash he stores his
baggage; they have crossed over the pass; at Geba they lodge for the night; Ramah trembles; Gibeah of Saul
has fled. Cry aloud, O daughter of Gallim! Give attention, O Laishah! O poor Anathoth! Madmenah is in
flight; the inhabitants of Gebim flee for safety. (Isaiah 10:24-32)

...the king of Assyria invaded all the land and came to Samaria, and for three years he besieged it.... the king
of Assyria captured Samaria, and he carried the Israelites away to Assyria.... (2 Kings 17:5,6)

The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord is avenging and wrathful; the Lord takes vengeance on his
adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies. (1:2)

We struggle with the concept of God’s jealousy and vengeance in part because
we are influenced by the New Testament’s teaching.

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife,
jealousy... (Gal. 5:19)

For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh...? (1 Cor. 3:3)
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. (James 3:16)
Beloved, never avenge yourselves... (Rom. 12:19)
See that no one repays anyone evil for evil... (1 Thess. 5:15)
Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy? (Prov. 27:4)

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge... (Lev. 19:18)



We fear the possibility of a double-standard or that God isn’t good because we
cannot conceive of a God so much better than us.

Jealousy and vengeance are not inherently bad—just like anger is not inherently
bad--but we’re not qualified to handle it.

The Lord’s jealousy and anger are always proportionate and appropriate; itis a
good jealousy and a righteous anger.

The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and the Lord will by no means clear the guilty. His way is in
whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; he dries up
all the rivers... The mountains quake before him; the hills melt; the earth heaves before him, the world and all

who dwell in it. Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the heat of his anger? His wrath is
poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken into pieces by him. The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of
trouble; he knows those who take refuge in him. (1:3-7)

Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace!v.15

God’s judgment on evil is actually good news for those who have been unjustly
oppressed.

1. Actually means peace for God’s people.

Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace! Keep your
feasts, O Judabhs; fulfill your vows, for never again shall the worthless pass through you; he is utterly cut
off. v.15

God’s judgment on the nation of Assyria meant that the people of Judah could
continue to worship the Lord.

Behold, | am against you, declares the Lord of hosts, and | will burn your chariots in smoke, and the sword
shall devour your young lions. | will cut off your prey from the earth, and the voice of your messengers shall no
longer be heard. (2:13)

God’s judgment on evil is necessary to protect and to preserve the innocent and
is consistent with His just and righteous nature.

Allwho hear the news about you clap their hands over you. For upon whom has not come your unceasing
evil? (3:19)

The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and the Lord will by no means clear the guilty. (1:3)

Moses said, “Please show me your glory....” The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord,
a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the
guilty...(Ex.33:18;4:6,7)



God forgives sin but will not ignore it; Christ was punished, so that your sins
could be paid for and you could be forgiven—take shelter in Him!

...Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood.... so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Rom. 3:24-26)

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who take refuge in him. (1:7)

God’s judgment on Christ means good news for you; God’s judgment on Christ
means peace for you!

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who
brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” (Is. 52:7)

...If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.... As itis written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good
news!” (Rom. 10:9,15)
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