
Understanding the Book of Haggai 
Haggai 2:1-9 (p.1006) 

Intro 
Christmas means that your life and your work are not in ___________;  

the birth of Christ means that your life has ______________ and purpose. 
 

I. Be _____________ and work… 
 

Sometimes our lives are unproductive because of misplaced _____________; 
sometimes we ___________ little because we have little, but sometimes we 
________ little because we give little. 

 
In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of 

the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time has 

not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.” Then the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the 
prophet,  “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now, 

therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, 
but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. 

And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes. 1:1-6 
 

 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the oQering box, and he saw a poor widow put in 
two small copper coins. And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For 

they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”  (Lk 21:1-4) 
 
We have to learn to put the Lord ________ in our lives; put God first now, and the 
Lord will be __________ you to bless you. Don’t try to live in your own _________; 
don’t try to go it ____________. 
 

 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I 
may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the Lord.  You looked for much, and behold, it came to 

little. And when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? declares the Lord of hosts. Because of my 
house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house. Therefore the heavens above 

you have withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce.  And I have called for a drought on the land 
and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and on all 

their labors.” Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with 
all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as 

the Lord their God had sent him. And the people feared the Lord. Then Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, 
spoke to the people with the Lord's message, “I am with you, declares the Lord.” And the Lord stirred up the 

spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the 
high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the house of 

the Lord of hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of 
Darius the king. 1:7-15 

 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…. do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ …. your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. (Matt. 6:9-33) 

 
Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. (Ps. 127:1) 



II. Because the Lord is ___________ you! 
 
 
Sometimes we are _____________ by our lack of progress, but when things seem 
hopeless, be strong, work hard, work ______________, and remember the Lord: 
remember God’s ____________, God’s promises, God’s ____________, God’s 
provisions, and God’s ___________! 

 
In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord came by the hand of 
Haggai the prophet: “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua 

the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, ‘Who is left among 
you who saw this house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? Yet 

now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the Lord. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the Lord. Work, for I am with you, declares 

the Lord of hosts, according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit 
remains in your midst. Fear not. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will 

shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.  And I will shake all nations, so that the 
treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be 

greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts.’” v.1-8 
 

…many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept 
with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid… (Ezra 3:12) 

 
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). (Mt. 1:21-23) 

 
 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” (Mt. 28:19,20) 

 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19) 

 
the Spirit helps us in our weakness. (Rom. 8:26) 

 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you… (Acts 1:8) 

 
 he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment… (John 16:8) 

 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. (2 Cor. 3:17) 

 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. (Rom. 15:13) 

 
my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:19) 

  
For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. (Ps. 50:10) 

 
 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way… (2 Cor. 9:11) 

 



And [Simeon] came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law,  he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now you are 

letting your servant depart in peace according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you 
have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 

Israel.” ….And there was a prophetess, Anna… And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to 
God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. (Luke 2:28-30,36,38) 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God….  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (Jn. 1:1,2,14) 

 
He is the radiance of the glory of God… (Heb. 1:3) 

 
___________ is the true temple, and He is building us up ____________ as a temple 
to the Lord; the coming of Christ means ____________ for those who trust in Him. 

 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up….” he was speaking about the temple of his body.  

(Jn. 2:19,21) 
 

…you yourselves like living stones are being built up a spiritual house… (1 Peter 2:5) 
 

…built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom 
the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  In [Christ] you also are being 

built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Eph. 2:20-22) 
 

This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been 
made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.  (Heb. 12:27) 

 
And in this place I will give peace, declares the Lord of hosts.’” v.9 

 
Christ is the fulfillment of the Old Testament; He is the fulfillment of the _______; 
He is the fulfillment of the ___________, and He is the fulfillment of the sacrificial 
system; His ___________ on the cross secures peace for those who trust in Him. 

 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Romans 5:1) 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14)  
 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Cor. 15:58) 

 
 
 
 

 



Understanding the Book of Haggai 
Haggai 2:1-9 (p.1006) 

Intro 
Christmas means that your life and your work are not in vain;  

the birth of Christ means that your life has meaning and purpose. 
 

I. Be strong and work… 
 

Sometimes our lives are unproductive because of misplaced priorities; 
sometimes we give little because we have little, but sometimes we have little 
because we give little. 

 
In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of 

the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time has 

not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.” Then the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the 
prophet,  “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now, 

therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, 
but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. 

And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes. 1:1-6 
 

 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the oQering box, and he saw a poor widow put in 
two small copper coins. And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For 

they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”  (Lk 21:1-4) 
 
We have to learn to put the Lord first in our lives; put God first now, and the Lord 
will be with you to bless you. Don’t try to live in your own strength; don’t try to go 
it alone. 
 

 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I 
may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the Lord.  You looked for much, and behold, it came to 

little. And when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? declares the Lord of hosts. Because of my 
house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house. Therefore the heavens above 

you have withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce.  And I have called for a drought on the land 
and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and on all 

their labors.” Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with 
all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as 

the Lord their God had sent him. And the people feared the Lord. Then Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, 
spoke to the people with the Lord's message, “I am with you, declares the Lord.” And the Lord stirred up the 

spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the 
high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the house of 

the Lord of hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of 
Darius the king. 1:7-15 

 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…. do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ …. your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. (Matt. 6:9-33) 

 
Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. (Ps. 127:1) 



II. Because the Lord is with you! 
 
 
Sometimes we are discouraged by our lack of progress, but when things seem 
hopeless, be strong, work hard, work together, and remember the Lord: 
remember God’s presence, God’s promises, God’s Spirit, God’s provisions, and 
God’s Son! 

 
In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord came by the hand of 
Haggai the prophet: “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua 

the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, ‘Who is left among 
you who saw this house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? Yet 

now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the Lord. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the Lord. Work, for I am with you, declares 

the Lord of hosts, according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit 
remains in your midst. Fear not. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will 

shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.  And I will shake all nations, so that the 
treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be 

greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts.’” v.1-8 
 

…many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept 
with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid… (Ezra 3:12) 

 
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). (Mt. 1:21-23) 

 
 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” (Mt. 28:19,20) 

 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19) 

 
the Spirit helps us in our weakness. (Rom. 8:26) 

 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you… (Acts 1:8) 

 
 he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment… (John 16:8) 

 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. (2 Cor. 3:17) 

 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. (Rom. 15:13) 

 
my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:19) 

  
For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. (Ps. 50:10) 

 
 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way… (2 Cor. 9:11) 

 



And [Simeon] came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law,  he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now you are 

letting your servant depart in peace according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you 
have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 

Israel.” ….And there was a prophetess, Anna… And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to 
God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. (Luke 2:28-30,36,38) 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God….  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (Jn. 1:1,2,14) 

 
He is the radiance of the glory of God… (Heb. 1:3) 

 
Christ is the true temple, and He is building us up together as a temple to the 
Lord; the coming of Christ means peace for those who trust in Him. 

 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up….” he was speaking about the temple of his body.  

(Jn. 2:19,21) 
 

…you yourselves like living stones are being built up a spiritual house… (1 Peter 2:5) 
 

…built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom 
the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  In [Christ] you also are being 

built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Eph. 2:20-22) 
 

This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been 
made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.  (Heb. 12:27) 

 
And in this place I will give peace, declares the Lord of hosts.’” v.9 

 
Christ is the fulfillment of the Old Testament; He is the fulfillment of the Law; He 
is the fulfillment of the temple, and He is the fulfillment of the sacrificial system; 
His death on the cross secures peace for those who trust in Him. 

 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Romans 5:1) 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14)  
 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Cor. 15:58) 
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