
Understanding Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 
Philippians 3:4b-11 (p.1249) 

Intro 
 

Many, many, many diDerent people ______________ Christ risen from the dead, and their 
lives were completely _____________ by it; how can __________ be changed by it? 

 
 

I. You can experience the ________________ of the resurrection…. 

 
 
____________ in yourself, in your accomplishments, and in your own good deeds 
is a terrible ___________ to experiencing the power of the resurrection. 
 

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 

Pharisee;  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  
 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss 

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. v.4-8 

 
You have to be _____________ to give up everything you have in order to have 
Jesus; everything in this world is a potential _____________ to knowing Christ. 
 
The good is the enemy of the ___________; sometimes __________ things keep us 
from pursuing the best things. 
 

…I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him…v.8,9 
 
Knowing Jesus Christ personally is the summum bonum—the ___________ good-
-the highest possible goal in life, and it is only possible through _________ in Him. 
 

…not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— v.9 

 
The only way to be right with God is to trust in ____________ righteousness; the 
only way to know Jesus ______________ is to trust in Him instead of in yourself. 

 
 

II. By ___________ alone in Jesus Christ alone. 

 
the righteousness from God that depends on faith—that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection…v.9,10 
 
 



You can experience the life-changing power of Christ’s resurrection __________ 
by trusting in Him alone, but it will cost you _____________. 

 
Salvation is a __________ gift that will cost you dearly, because Christ’s 
resurrection power will make you more like Jesus, who gave up _______________. 
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 6:23) 
 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Eph. 2:8) 
 

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish…. that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death…v8,10 
 
Those who spend time with Jesus will be ___________ by Jesus; the resurrected 
Christ has an irresistible, inevitable, and indelible ________ on those who know 
Him.  
 
An encounter with the risen Christ changes ____________! When you encounter 
the risen Lord, you will be changed; the risen Christ makes people ____________! 
 
Jesus Christ gave up everything to save us—He ___________ and died on the 
cross to pay for our sins—and His resurrection power/_____________ makes us 
more like Him. 
 
Knowing Jesus Christ is going to make you more ______________ and more self-
sacrificial; His resurrection power will make you more like __________. 
 

For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has 
enough to complete it? .... So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my 

disciple.  (Luke 14:28,33) 
 
Knowing Jesus Christ by faith means that you ____________ His life-changing, 
character-transforming resurrection power ________ and when He comes again. 

 

…that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. v.11 
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Intro 
 

Many, many, many diDerent people witnessed Christ risen from the dead, and their lives 
were completely changed by it; how can you be changed by it? 

 
 

I. You can experience the power of the resurrection…. 

 
 
Trust in yourself, in your accomplishments, and in your own good deeds is a 
terrible hindrance to experiencing the power of the resurrection. 
 

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 

Pharisee;  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  
 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss 

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. v.4-8 

 
You have to be willing to give up everything you have in order to have Jesus; 
everything in this world is a potential obstacle to knowing Christ. 
 
The good is the enemy of the best; sometimes good things keep us from pursuing 
the best things. 
 

…I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him…v.8,9 
 
Knowing Jesus Christ personally is the summum bonum—the greatest good--the 
highest possible goal in life, and it is only possible through faith in Him. 
 

…not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— v.9 

 
The only way to be right with God is to trust in Christ’s righteousness; the only 
way to know Jesus personally is to trust in Him instead of in yourself. 

 
 

II. By faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. 

 
the righteousness from God that depends on faith—that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection…v.9,10 
 
 



You can experience the life-changing power of Christ’s resurrection only by 
trusting in Him alone, but it will cost you dearly. 

 
Salvation is a free gift that will cost you dearly, because Christ’s resurrection 
power will make you more like Jesus, who gave up everything. 
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 6:23) 
 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Eph. 2:8) 
 

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish…. that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death…v8,10 
 
Those who spend time with Jesus will be changed by Jesus; the resurrected 
Christ has an irresistible, inevitable, and indelible eDect on those who know 
Him.  
 
An encounter with the risen Christ changes everything! When you encounter the 
risen Lord, you will be changed; the risen Christ makes people Christians! 
 
Jesus Christ gave up everything to save us—He suDered and died on the cross to 
pay for our sins—and His resurrection power/presence makes us more like Him. 
 
Knowing Jesus Christ is going to make you more unselfish and more self-
sacrificial; His resurrection power will make you more like Him. 
 

For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has 
enough to complete it? .... So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my 

disciple.  (Luke 14:28,33) 
 
Knowing Jesus Christ by faith means that you experience His life-changing, 
character-transforming resurrection power now and when He comes again. 

 

…that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. v.11 
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