
Understanding 1 Timothy 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 (p.1262) 

Intro 

  

I. Jesus Christ ____________ into the world…. 
 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners…. v.15 

 
Timothy was a __________ young man who became the ____________ of the 
church in Ephesus, where he faced some very hard-headed individuals. 
 
Often, the people who are the most knowledgeable are also the most __________ 
and the most teachable, while the people who know the ___________ are often 
the most outspoken. 

“knowledge” puffs up… (1 Cor. 8:1) 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance…. 

Some things in life and in religion are ______________ and debatable, but some 
things are beyond _____________; some things you can base your life upon. 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…. v.15 

Jesus came into the world from ____________ the world to save those who had 
_______________ against Him. 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous but sinners.” (Mark 2:17) 

“…the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10) 

…Christ died for the ungodly…. God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. (Rom. 5:6,8) 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. (John 3:17) 

 

 



II. To save ________________. 
 

of whom I am the foremost. v.15 

Paul’s ____________ upholds and illustrates this truth about Jesus; like Timothy, 
Paul has also been appointed to gospel ________________. 

I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me 
faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent 
opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord 

overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. v.12-14 

 
Jesus showed Paul mercy and ____________—free, undeserved, unmerited 
blessing—that included ____________ and love. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God… (Eph. 
2:8) 

 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his 
perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. v.16 

Jesus did not save Paul because of how great __________ was or how great Paul 
could be; Jesus saved Paul to demonstrate His own ________________. 
 
Paul’s _______________ demonstrates how patient Jesus is with people who will 
believe in Him; in other words, He ____________turn you away. 

whoever comes to me I will never cast out. (John 6:37) 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! (Is. 55:1) 

Trusting in Jesus Christ for your salvation brings grace and ____________ into your 
life; it also brings glory and _____________ to the Lord. 

 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen. v.17 

Are you ________________against God? Are you teachable? Are you able to 
__________from Paul’s experience? Are you willing to come and learn from Jesus? 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me… (Matt. 11:28,29) 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! (Ps. 34:8) 
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1 Timothy 1:12-17 (p.1262) 

Intro 

  

I. Jesus Christ came into the world…. 
 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners…. v.15 

 
Timothy was a timid young man who became the pastor of the church in 
Ephesus, where he faced some very hard-headed individuals. 
 
Often, the people who are the most knowledgeable are also the most humble 
and the most teachable, while the people who know the least are often the most 
outspoken. 

“knowledge” puffs up… (1 Cor. 8:1) 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance…. 

Some things in life and in religion are unclear and debatable, but some things are 
beyond debate; some things you can base your life upon. 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…. v.15 

Jesus came into the world from outside the world to save those who had sinned 
against Him. 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous but sinners.” (Mark 2:17) 

“…the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10) 

…Christ died for the ungodly…. God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. (Rom. 5:6,8) 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. (John 3:17) 

 

 



II. To save sinners. 
 

of whom I am the foremost. v.15 

Paul’s life upholds and illustrates this truth about Jesus; like Timothy, Paul has 
also been appointed to gospel ministry. 

I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me 
faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent 
opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord 

overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. v.12-14 

 
Jesus showed Paul mercy and grace—free, undeserved, unmerited blessing—
that included faith and love. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God… (Eph. 
2:8) 

 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his 
perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. v.16 

Jesus did not save Paul because of how great Paul was or how great Paul could 
be; Jesus saved Paul to demonstrate His own patience. 
 
Paul’s conversion demonstrates how patient Jesus is with people who will 
believe in Him; in other words, He won’t turn you away. 

whoever comes to me I will never cast out. (John 6:37) 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! (Is. 55:1) 

Trusting in Jesus Christ for your salvation brings grace and mercy into your life; it 
also brings glory and honor to the Lord. 

 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen. v.17 

Are you fighting against God? Are you teachable? Are you able to learn from 
Paul’s experience? Are you willing to come and learn from Jesus? 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me… (Matt. 11:28,29) 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! (Ps. 34:8) 
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