
Understanding Titus 

Titus 3:3-8 (p.1272) 

Intro 

…urge the younger men to be self-controlled. Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works...  

(Titus 2:6,7) 

I. Jesus does not save us ___________ on our good works… 
 
Jesus did not save us because we are __________ or because we have done 
good things. 

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures…v.3 

In our old nature, we are naturally _________________ to God, and we serve our 
own _____________ instead of serving God. 
 
Separated from God, we don’t naturally ___________ others the way that we 
ought, and sometimes we actually __________ people. 

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. v.3 

 
In ____________ of who we are and what we have done, Jesus saves us 
according to His own _________ by washing and renewing us by the Holy Spirit. 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior… v.4-6 

Q.40. Can anyone go to heaven with this sinful nature? 
A. No. Our hearts must be changed before we can believe in Jesus and go to heaven. 

 “…unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (Jn. 3:3) 

Q.41. What is this change of heart called? 
A. The new birth, or regeneration. 

Q.42. Who can change a sinner's heart? 
The Holy Spirit alone. 



Jesus changes our hearts by pouring out His _____________ upon us, making us 
a new person. 

...if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  

(2 Cor. 5:17) 

II. We are saved to _______ good works! 

…the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior so that being 
justified by his grace.... v.7 

God declares us righteous in Christ by ____________—not because of what 
we’ve done but because of what ____________ has done. 
 
We’re not saved by _______ good works; we are saved by _________ good works! 

“Not what my hands have done can save my guilty soul; not what my toiling flesh has borne can make my 
spirit whole. Not what I feel or do can give me peace with God, not all my prayers and sighs and tears can 

bear my awful load.” (“Not What My Hands Have Done”) 

…so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. v.7 

By grace we ____________ eternal life; therefore, we should _____________ 
ourselves to serving God and doing good works. 

The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed 
in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and 

profitable for people. v.8 

And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works…v.14 

urge the younger men to be self-controlled. Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works…  

(Titus 2:6,7) 

Resist the urge to sin and ______________ yourself to doing good; _____________ 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and then seek to be an example for others. 

Baptism and Reception of Communicant Members 

…the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he [God the Father] poured out 
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, v.5,6 

Baptism represents the gift of God’s ______________ Whom He pours out on us when we 
trust in Him; the Holy Spirit ______________ away our sin and gives us a new heart. 



Understanding Titus 

Titus 3:3-8 (p.1272) 

Intro 

…urge the younger men to be self-controlled. Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works...  

(Titus 2:6,7) 

I. Jesus does not save us based on our good works… 
 
Jesus did not save us because we are good or because we have done good 
things. 

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures…v.3 

In our old nature, we are naturally disobedient to God, and we serve our own 
desires instead of serving God. 
 
Separated from God, we don’t naturally love others the way that we ought, 
and sometimes we actually hate people. 

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. v.3 

 
In spite of who we are and what we have done, Jesus saves us according to 
His own mercy by washing and renewing us by the Holy Spirit. 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior… v.4-6 

Q.40. Can anyone go to heaven with this sinful nature? 
A. No. Our hearts must be changed before we can believe in Jesus and go to heaven. 

 “…unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (Jn. 3:3) 

Q.41. What is this change of heart called? 
A. The new birth, or regeneration. 

Q.42. Who can change a sinner's heart? 
The Holy Spirit alone. 



Jesus changes our hearts by pouring out His Spirit upon us, making us a new 
person. 

...if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  

(2 Cor. 5:17) 

II. We are saved to do good works! 

…the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior so that being 
justified by his grace.... v.7 

God declares us righteous in Christ by grace—not because of what we’ve 
done but because of what Christ has done. 
 
We’re not saved by our good works; we are saved by Christ’s good works! 

“Not what my hands have done can save my guilty soul; not what my toiling flesh has borne can make my 
spirit whole. Not what I feel or do can give me peace with God, not all my prayers and sighs and tears can 

bear my awful load.” (“Not What My Hands Have Done”) 

…so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. v.7 

By grace we inherit eternal life; therefore, we should devote ourselves to 
serving God and doing good works. 

The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed 
in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and 

profitable for people. v.8 

And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works…v.14 

urge the younger men to be self-controlled. Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works…  

(Titus 2:6,7) 

Resist the urge to sin and dedicate yourself to doing good; trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and then seek to be an example for others. 

Baptism and Reception of Communicant Members 

…the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he [God the Father] poured out 
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, v.5,6 

Baptism represents the gift of God’s Spirit Whom He pours out on us when we trust in 
Him; the Holy Spirit washes away our sin and gives us a new heart. 
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