Intro

Understanding the Book of Hebrews

Hebrews 1:1-4 (p.1273)

You need to to Jesus...

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these

last days he has spoken to us by his Son... v.1,2

The Book of Hebrews was written to Christians; God spoke
times in many ways over the course of many years.

In the past, God spoke through the , but now He has spoken
through His ; Jesus is the Prophet.
The ceremonial laws were given by God for a time for a certain

people, but Christ has ushered in a new
And do what He says!

The challenges to Christianity are not simply or theological; they
are also issues of the

The main issue is not whether or not you should in the temple; the
main point is that you should obey no matter what.

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom

also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature,

and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. v.1-3

You should to Jesus because God the Father has Him
the heir of all things, and all things were through Him.

He is the of the glory of God and the imprint of
His nature; He upholds the by the word of His power.

He us from our sins and sits upon the ; therefore, you
must listen to Him on !

After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having

become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. v.3, 4



...we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard.... For since the message declared by angels
proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we
escape if we neglect such a great salvation? (2:1,2)

...consider Jesus... “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts... (3:1,7,8, quoting Ps. 95:7)
For the word of God is living and active.... (4:12)

Jesus gets the word for those who refuse to listen and for those
who listen and

...we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this
time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles.... For it is
impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift,

and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the

age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once
again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. For land that has drunk the rain
that often falls on it and produces a crop... receives a blessing from God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, it
is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. Though we speak in this way, yet in your
case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that belong to salvation. For God is not unjust so as to
overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. And
we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, so
that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by

himself, saying, “Surely | will bless you and multiply you.” (5:11,12;6:4-14)

The whole book of Hebrews is an to listen to Jesus, to trust

Jesus, to obey Jesus, and to Jesus no matter what.

...bear with my word of exhortation... (13:22)
Let us hold fast our confession... Let us... with confidence draw near to the throne of grace... (4:14,16)

let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.... Let us hold fast the confession of our hope ... let
us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works... (10:22-24)

...let us also lay aside every weight... and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.... (12:1)

Let brotherly love continue.... Let marriage be held in honor...Keep your life free from love of
money...Remember your leaders... Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings.... let us continually
offer up a sacrifice of praise to God.... (13:1,4,5,7,9,15)
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Understanding the Book of Hebrews

Hebrews 1:1-4 (p.1273)

You need to listen to Jesus...

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these

last days he has spoken to us by his Son... v.1,2

The Book of Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians; God spoke many times in
many ways over the course of many years.

In the past, God spoke through the prophets, but now He has spoken through His
Son; Jesus is the Ultimate Prophet.

The ceremonial laws were given by God for a certain time for a certain people,
but Christ has ushered in a new era.

And do what He says!

The challenges to Christianity are not simply intellectual or theological; they are
also issues of the heart.

The main issue is not whether or not you should sacrifice in the temple; the main
pointis that you should obey Jesus no matter what.

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom
also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature,

and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. v.1-3
You should listen to Jesus because God the Father has appointed Him the heir of

all things, and all things were created through Him.

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature; He
upholds the universe by the word of His power.

He saves us from our sins and sits upon the throne; therefore, you must listen to
Him on everything!

After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. v.3, 4



...we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard.... For since the message declared by angels
proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we
escape if we neglect such a great salvation? (2:1,2)

...consider Jesus... “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts... (3:1,7,8, quoting Ps. 95:7)
For the word of God is living and active.... (4:12)

Jesus gets the last word for those who refuse to listen and for those who listen
and obey.

...we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this
time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles.... For it is
impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift,

and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the

age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once
again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. For land that has drunk the rain
that often falls on it and produces a crop... receives a blessing from God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, it
is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. Though we speak in this way, yet in your
case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that belong to salvation. For God is not unjust so as to
overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. And
we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, so
that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by

himself, saying, “Surely | will bless you and multiply you.” (5:11,12;6:4-14)

The whole book of Hebrews is an exhortation to listen to Jesus, to trust Jesus, to
obey Jesus, and to worship Jesus no matter what.

...bear with my word of exhortation... (13:22)
Let us hold fast our confession... Let us... with confidence draw near to the throne of grace... (4:14,16)

let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.... Let us hold fast the confession of our hope ... let
us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works... (10:22-24)

...let us also lay aside every weight... and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.... (12:1)

Let brotherly love continue.... Let marriage be held in honor...Keep your life free from love of
money...Remember your leaders... Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings.... let us continually
offer up a sacrifice of praise to God.... (13:1,4,5,7,9,15)
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