
Understanding 3 John 

3 John 5-8 (p. 1307) 

Intro 

Our theme for the year is New Hope 2026: The Year of ___________ and ___________. 

I. We need to work _______________ in love… 

Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do…v.5 

In 3 John, John is writing to a man named ____________, with an emphasis on love 
and _____________. 

…to the elect lady and her children… (2 John 1:1) 

The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. v.1 

In 3 John, John brings together his concerns in a very __________ way to show us 
how to live __________ for Jesus and maximize our full eternal _____________. 

Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are, who 
testified to your love before the church. v.5,6 

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your 
soul. For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth, as indeed you are walking in 

the truth.  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. v.2-4 

John has just heard how Gaius showed ___________ to these itinerant Christian 
preachers who were complete _______________. 

You will do well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God. For they have gone out 
for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. v.5-7 

Jesus sends out missionaries ______________ on the generosity and support of 
His people so that they can preach for ____________. 

 You received without paying; give without pay. Acquire no gold or silver or copper for your belts, no bag for 
your journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer deserves his food.  And whatever town or 

village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. (Mt. 10:8-11)  

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead… And he said to them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest… Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals… Whatever house you enter... 
remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not 

go from house to house. (Luke 10:1-8) 



Not everyone is called to “go out” and “preach” in the same way, but we all need 
to support one another in our eUorts to spread the gospel. 

…prepare a guest room for me… (Philemon 22) 

 

II. To spread the truth. 

Therefore, we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth. v.8 

Not everyone is going out on the mission __________, but we can __________ them 
by supporting their work. 

“The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward.”  

(Mt. 10:40,41) 

Not _______________ supports the work of missions and evangelism; some 
people only care about their own little ___________. 

I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not acknowledge 
our authority. So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And not 

content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers and also stops those who want to and puts them out of 
the church. v.9,10 

_________ isn’t like that; God loves and God gives, and we should follow God’s 
________________. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not 
seen God. v.11  

We should live __________ for Jesus and increase our eternal ___________ by 
working together in love to spread the gospel. 

Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself. We also add our 
testimony, and you know that our testimony is true. v.12 

We always need to ____________ for more gospel workers, and we always need to 
________________ the ones we have. 



Understanding 3 John 

3 John 5-8 (p. 1307) 

Intro 

Our theme for the year is New Hope 2026: The Year of Outreach and Evangelism. 

I. We need to work together in love… 

Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do…v.5 

In 3 John, John is writing to a man named Gaius, with an emphasis on love and 
truth. 

…to the elect lady and her children… (2 John 1:1) 

The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. v.1 

In 3 John, John brings together his concerns in a very practical way to show us 
how to live fully for Jesus and maximize our full eternal reward. 

Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are, who 
testified to your love before the church. v.5,6 

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your 
soul. For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth, as indeed you are walking in 

the truth.  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. v.2-4 

John has just heard how Gaius showed love to these itinerant Christian 
preachers who were complete strangers. 

You will do well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God. For they have gone out 
for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. v.5-7 

Jesus sends out missionaries dependent on the generosity and support of His 
people so that they can preach for free. 

 You received without paying; give without pay. Acquire no gold or silver or copper for your belts, no bag for 
your journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer deserves his food.  And whatever town or 

village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. (Mt. 10:8-11)  

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead… And he said to them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest… Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals… Whatever house you enter... 
remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not 

go from house to house. (Luke 10:1-8) 



Not everyone is called to “go out” and “preach” in the same way, but we all need 
to support one another in our eUorts to spread the gospel. 

…prepare a guest room for me… (Philemon 22) 

 

II. To spread the truth. 

Therefore, we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth. v.8 

Not everyone is going out on the mission field, but we can join them by 
supporting their work. 

“The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward.”  

(Mt. 10:40,41) 

Not everyone supports the work of missions and evangelism; some people only 
care about their own little world. 

I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not acknowledge 
our authority. So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And not 

content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers and also stops those who want to and puts them out of 
the church. v.9,10 

God isn’t like that; God loves and God gives, and we should follow God’s 
example. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not 
seen God. v.11  

We should live fully for Jesus and increase our eternal reward by working 
together in love to spread the gospel. 

Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself. We also add our 
testimony, and you know that our testimony is true. v.12 

We always need to pray for more gospel workers, and we always need to support 
the ones we have. 
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